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To aid in bett~r understanding the reasons for some 
ot his actions, the first chapter of this thesis deals 
with the personal background of Thaddeus Stevens. His 
entire political career, both on the state and national 
levels, was steeped in controversy. Therefore, a brief 
study of his family, childhood, and youth; his geograph-
ical environment, education, and financial status; and a 
look at the important people in his life during his early 
years are all considered~pertinent to the evolution of 
this thesis because of the influence they had upon the 
development of his character and his thinking. A view of 
the early years of his career as a lawyer gives further 
aid in this same direction. 
Consideration is then given to the first of the two 
major controversial issues in Stevens' political life--Anti-
masonry. The greater part of this report deals with this 
issue since he was deeply involved in its many ramifications 
while embroiled in the politics of Pennsylvania. The 
other major issue, Anti-Sl~very, is discussed to a con-
siderably lesser degree inasmuch as his involvement with 
that problem occurred for the most part while a member of 
the Congress of the United States, a period with which 
this thesis is not directly concerned. 
I 
I 
'. l 
I 
. ' I 
,.-.-1:• 
ii 
-· 
··-~ • j' " ', 2 
Antimasonry was first organized as a political party 
.. 
in Pennsylv,ani·a- in 18290 ·- Stevens t-1as· one ·of the· state-'s ....
.. ______ _ 
first adherents and organizers, ·being personally respons
i-
ble for the party's formation in Adams County, where he 
resided. Mention is made in his several biographies tha
t 
Antimasonry first evolved as a political structure in th
e 
State of New York in 1826. However, none of his bi-
ographers make note of the fact that its next principle
 
area of development as a party was in Stevens' home stat
e 
of Vermont, where it had its beginning in his own 
Caledonia County, and where the center of activity was 
in 
the town of Danville, the same town where Stevens was
 born 
and raised. His biographers, who have varied opinions o
f 
the man, likewise offer varied opinions as to his reason
s 
for adopting Antimasonry. This report, based on the fin
d-
ings concerning the early evolution of the party in his
 
native region, suggests that Stevens did not adopt Anti
-
masonry, but rather that it was an ingrained part of hi
s 
~ 
philosophy of human equality. 
It will follow the course of political events in 
Pennsyl.vania, i·1hich in themselves will portray the o
ut-
standing courage of the man, regardless of the reader's 
conclusions as to the validity of his convictions. 
Finally, his activities in connec~tion \ti th Anti-
Slavery must be mentioned herein because Adams County 
. - --· .. ,,' _.,_, ··--,---·-·-- ' '·"-''-'·'' ----~---- .. ..,.~,.•~e;--............... --~-......................... ,.,... ...... .--..-,., 
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bordered on a slave state. This geographical situation, 
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active sympathy toward slavery in many of his fellow 
Adams Countians. His basic belief that the Constitution 
of the United States could not exist without the equality 
of all men regardless of race or creed, and his consistency 
in becoming an ardent abolitionist, depicts once again the 
fearlessness of a man who did not hesitate to stand up and 
be counted. 
,. 
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CHAPTER I 
. - -- - . ----- - --- -·-~·~·,,.- - -- . 
The weather was hot, that August in 1811, even in the 
hills of Vermont, as the t-v10 young men r·ode their families' 
farm horses southward, ·past ·an occasional log cabin toward 
Newberry, where they would cross the Connecticut River 
into New Hampshire and then continue by stage to Hanover 
where they hoped to be accepted at Dartmouth Collegeo Talk-
ing continuously to take their minds off the heat and the 
flies, one of the youths made considerable mention of 
governmental affairs, prompting Sam Merrill to ask him, 
"If you were in politics, what would you be?" 
"I'd go to Congress--House, then Senate." 
"Would you like to be President?" 
Thaddeus Stevens did not answer, but chuckled es he 
sew himself riding an old farm horse through the forest, 
almost penniless, favoring his lame leg. 1 
The lame leg, a clubfoot with which he was born nine-
teen years before in Danville, Vermont, had a serious effect 
upon him through his boyhood years and was to continue to 
influence the man's personality for the rest of his life, 
1Elsie Singmaster, ! S~eak for Thaddeus SteTens. 
(Boston, 1947). p. 54. 
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•arking hia as one of the most controversial, fascinating 
,,. and pot:;rerful men. in the history of Pennsylv~nia. and the 
United States. 
He was born into a very poor family. His father, 
Joshua Stevens, was a ne 0er~do-well who tried his hand at 
farmingi shoe-making, surveying, and drinking. His only 
success was at the latter, although he was capable at 
cobbling and surveying. His deficiency at farming does not 
necessarily disprove his capability, for he was not alone 
in being found wanting in this occupation among Vermont's 
boulders and severe soil. His imbibing inclined him toward 
leaving home for periods of time until finally, after the 
birth of a fourth son, he left his family and never returned. 2 
Left to raise a family of four boys, Sarah Stevens 
tilled the soil with the help of her sons, and added to her 
income by nursing the sick. Somehow she found time to teach 
her boys to read, for she had resolved to educate them so 
that they could rise above the poverty in which she 
struggled. Because Thaddeus was the youngest, or crippled, 
or both, she seemed to direct these aims more toward him 
with a mother's iove, of which she had ample, and with pity. 
The club-foot naturally restricted his freedom of 
movement~ and he was often compelled to stand aside while 
other children ran and playedo He became very sensitive, 
2Ralph Korngold, Thaddeus Stevens. (Bew York, 1955). 
P• 4. 
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and the more his sensitivity grew, the more the unfeeling 
•--c- - ---•-·----• --------· 
' 
cb.ildren 1v1ould laugh a·t him and mimic him. ·This caused 
Thaddeus to retreat even further within himself, and to 
seek his mother's company far more than he would have, 
had he no physical impairment. The resulting relationship 
between mother and son had a profound influence upon his 
life. The love between the two was genuine, and as for 
-~ 
the pity, it did not take him long to understand that it 
was inspired by his disfigurement. His natural reaction 
was embitterment that he would be deprived of many of the 
joys shared by other boys, and as he grew older he un-
fortunately believed that his clubfoot precluded any .normal 
relations with the opposite sexo3 This complex gave him 
an unnatural shyness, and he became a lonesome figure. 
Fortunately, he was an apt pupil in his mother's reading 
classes and became an avid reader, and often derived a 
great deal of satisfaction from the reading and the solitude 
gained by taking a book to a secluded spot in the hills 
where he would remain for hours during the milg Vermont 
summers. 
On the other hand, this same sensitivity fired ambitions 
within him to become a weal thy and emin·ent member of his 
society. Although such childish ambitions are not the 
least unusual, it 1;1as paradoxical that this boy's lack of 
3Thomas F. Woodley, Thaddeus Stevens. (Harrisburg, 
P., 1934). P• 10. 
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aelf assurance developed within him a strength of will 
.. . 
(- '~t· . . ~ • ,) 
and determination that was very unusual. 
-- --~--
------···· -
Unable to help very much on the farm, Thad frequent-
ly accompanied his mother on her nursing missions, where 
he saw much illness and privation. Being witness to so 
much poverty and pain in his 31oung, impressionable years 
unquestionably created within him a deep sympathy for want 
and suffering. 
Unable to participate to advantage in any of the 
athletics and games which required strong legs, his grit 
and strong will power helped him as a boy to become a very 
strong swimmer, and in early manhood, an excellent horse-
man. But books were readily substituted for most childhood 
play, and his mother encouraged this evidence of mental 
developmento With her guidance he developed a genuine 
interest in books, and frequently limped for miles to borrow 
one, since his home had little more than the Bible, on 
which he had learned to reado 
Precociously, Thad discerned, even when a small boy, 
that his father caused his mother a great deal of misery, 
and after he deserted his family, Thad's memories of his 
father easily turned to hatred and disgust, strengthening 
his devotion to his persevering and sacrificing mother and 
adding another weight to an already over-burdened person-
ality. 
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His first formal learning of the three R's was ac- ..;~· 
," I 
.:.=-_::_:_-:~~•=-=--==---·-_---·--~---,--'. ~-:quired in a bacl-rt1oods· Vermont schoolhouse, a log cabin 
with an earthen floor, crude benches, and a large fire-
. 
. 
~-· place, which was not unusual in small New England 
communities. Here, young Thad i~1as no help to the stronger 
boys in chasing off the bears and wolves which foraged 
closer to human settlement in the cold winter months, but 
inside the school he was the unquestioned leader as far 
as scholastic standing was concerned. His mother had not 
" f\! 
been. mistaken--he had shown an agile mind and a remarkable 
ability to learn when she had taught him his reading at 
home. Now convinced, there remained no question in the 
mind of the determined little woman that her son Thad 
would go to college. 
Her fondest hope was that a grammar school would be 
organized in Danville before her two oldest boys outgrew 
their backwoods elementary school. She was aware that as 
their county grew, the establishment of a court house and 
a grammar school was imminent. But the village of Peacham, 
a few miles from Danville, had outgrown Danville in the 
last several years and Sally Stevens had a dreadful fear 
that to the larger community would go the school. She did 
not care where the court house was situated, but the 
school had to be closeby, so that her boys could go. Thad, 
with his clubfoot, could not possibly walk several mile~ 
·, 
each day to and from school. Her heart was heavy when she 
'.f 
'· 
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learnE!d that the Caledonia County Academy was to be 
located in Peacham .... But -the next fet( ye 8 rs spent by her 
' ' 
boys in the elementary school helped her to determine 
her action, for she saw that, for the first time in his 
life, Thad felt equal to his fellow pupils. Here, despite 
the harsh discipline of the teacher, Thad found a warmth 
and friendliness that at least partially removed the 
psychological pain of his infirmity from his mindo 4 
So encouraged, Sally Stevens made up her mind. Arrange-
ments were made, and as soon as the boys finished their 
elementary schooling, she sold the farm in Danville and 
moved herself and her adored brood to a rented farm in 
Peacham, within walking distance for her boys to the county· 
academy. 
At Peacham Thad once again suffered the hurt of 
childish mimicry among the nearly one hundred pupils who 
were mostly strangers to him, and his inherent shyness 
among strangers certainly was no help to him in this situ-
ation. But his indomitable spirit, his love of learning, 
and the sympathy and the understanding of the teacher carried 
him above the taunts of his fellow pupils, which ended in 
due course when his shyness and reticence dissolved as 
his familiarity with his new associates gre,v- and as his 
classroom work established him as a person of consequence 
in this new society. 
4woodley, Q.2. Cit., P• 15. 
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Little is recorded of his accomplishments et the 
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ing character of the young man, as well as his standiug 
scholastically. An "exhibition" was scheduled for the 
seniors in January of Thad's final year, and he was to be 
one of the speakers, not the words of Caesar, or Cicero, 
but the words of Thaddeus Stevens. A terrible ice storm 
the night before the exhibition made the roads impassable, 
end for a boy with a crippled leg, impossible. But not 
if that boy was Thad Stevens. Determined to recite, he 
boldly slid, fell, crept and clawed his way down the steep, 
ice-covered hill to the valley and then up the steep hill 
to the school. His arrival was a welcome surprise to the 
small company which had braved the storm--a few of his 
senior classmates and a few girls who lived nearby, and 
\ ,, 
most pleasing of all, Jonathan Carter', his first teacher 
at the academy, who had been forced to resign because of 
an illness which was to prove fatal. Thad was the only one 
of the scheduled speakers to appear, so the new teacher, 
David Chassell, announced that the exercises would be held, 
with only one performer, and then all would go home at 
once, as the weather was growing even more severe. 
Thad stepped to the platform. "I shall speak of 
free and universal education," he began. As he spoke, 
his beloved Mro Carter, who perhaps knew Thad better than 
anyone, could detect the influence of John Mattocks on his 
,---~·, .. ______ .., .... ,..,.,.,"--
~; -;~,' •_ .. -: ,;. ,., ·,- '.' --
,, 
,·. 
:'.J:: . 
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·· thinking. ·· Peacham' s successful lawyer, Mattocks had be-
friended -Thad, . gave him access to his law book.s, and 
unquestionably helped him to decide on a legal career 
rather than the ministerium, which his mother had hoped for. 
His recital on free education concluded, having been 
presented with all the fervor of a true believer, Thad 
was congratulated by all. More importantly, he was advised 
by Carter and Chassell for the first time that they would 
help him enter Dartmouth, and that his mother had said she 
would somehow manage the fees.5 
The second incident gives readers of his biographies 
an insight into his rebelliousness and growing individualism. 
Stevens and several of his classmates wrote a tragedy for 
commencement exercises, even though theatrical performances 
were specifically prohibited by school regulations. Further-
more, they presented their drama by candlelight, which also 
was contrary to regulations. The group's overt protest 
against regulations which they considered too narrow and 
restrictive invoked a severe reprimand from the school's 
Board of Trustees requiring the boys to sign an admission 
of guilt and a promise to hereafter observe the regulations 
of the academy. Such a mild punishment was given, it is 
believed, because most of the boys involved were on the 
verge of graduation. Stevens signed, but left Caledonia 
County Academy about that time to enter Dartmouth College. 
5E. Singmaster, QE.. Cit., pp. 43-52. 
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Not a great deal is known about Stevens' years in 
eollege •. Al though not 11nanimous, most of ~i~. biographers • l • - • - } -· 
agree that after a year at Dartmouth he attended the 
University of Vermont, and then, r·or his fina.l year, re-
turned to Dartmouth, from 1r1here he v1as graduated. There 
is no evidence that he was rebellious against his con-
servative professors or their teachings, but the Dartmouth 
College Library does possess a letter written in 1868, 
upon the death of Stevens, by a former roommate of his in 
response to a request from the college paper, The Dartmouth,
 
for an obituary. Claiming that he could not honestly write 
e favorable obituary because he knew Stevens so well as a 
roommate, Joseph Tracy reveals that Stevens was incapable 
of living easily with his fellow students.
6 
He describes his former roommate as inordinately 
ambitious, bitterly envious, and utterly unprincipled. 
His popularity suffered accordingly, and when Phi Beta Kappa 
failed to nominate him for membership,7 he is believed to 
have shown his hurt feelings in anger rather than remorse.
8 
This first, and unhappy, contact with a secret society 
left a deep mark on the already troubled young man, 
6 Fawn M. Brodie, Thaddeus Stevens. (New York, 1959), 
p. 28. 
?Election to Phi Beta Kappa was not then determined 
entirely bJ scholastic standing as it is to-day. 
8F. Brodie, Q£. Cit., p. 29. 
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according to.one biographer, further evidenced by a 
letter~ ~to l1is fr~ie:nd Sam Merri:11 ·· expressing his angry-·---· .. -·-·· .............. ·.____  ........,_----,..:.-~.-
disappointment. 9 
Of importance in the study of this man is the fact 
that he would not seek favor with men who had something 
he wanted or who could do something to further his aims. 
This stern honesty to his principles proved to be a 
handicap throughout his life. 
This same Sam Merrill, Thad's friend with whom he 
' 
had gone to school in Peacham, and with whom he first rode 
to Dartmouth to enroll, had migrated to York, Pennsylvania, 
where he taught school. Knowing his friend Thad's 
ambitions, Sam wrote of the need for teachers of English 
in predominantly Pennsylvania-German York, aLd how York 
lawyers took students into their offices. The idea appealed 
to Stevens. He did not want to locate in Vermont. He had 
a long time ago decided upon law as his career. He would 
need employment to support him while he studied, and the 
type of employment which would give him time to study. 
With Merrill's help he obtained a teaching position 
in York, and after being graduated from Dartmouth, and 
after a touching farewell to his mother in which he solemnly 
promised to buy her a nice farm some day soon, he settled 
in York. He immediately arranged with a York lawyer to 
9 Ibid., Po 3?6. 
"¥ .• 
14 
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study law in his office for the one more year of study 
,~-·- ··· required before he could take his bar examination and 
- -- -- -
----· - J_ 
·--·--;- --··--.- - -----·-"-,c--·----. 
then practice law. 
Once again shy and haughtily aloof, asking no favors 
and not in a position to give any, he completely alienated 
the lawyers of York. Shortly before his year of study of 
law was completed, the local bar association passed a 
regulation requiring a full year of exclusive legal study 
without any other position being held. The consensus of 
historians is that the regulation was aimed directly at 
Stevens since his refusal to socialize with them had angered 
them.~ Embittered by this-denial, Stevens decided, upon 
finishi.ng his study, to leave York permanently. He success-
fully passed his bar examinations across the border in 
Maryland, which were available to him without difficulty, 
and then returned to Pennsylvania to practice law. Al-
though the metropolis of Lancaster had been his predeter-
mined choice, the size and fast pace of the busy city 
frightened him, and he continued on to the quiet town of 
Gettysburg. He refused even to consider York. To him it 
was just another town on the journey from Lancaster to . 
Gettysburg. 
On __ September 24, 1816, he hung his "shingle" in a 
small rented building adjacent to the inn in which he had 
taken lodging, and waited for clients to come in and for 
his legal practice to grow. But few came. The few who 
' J 
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did come to him were for petty collection cases too small 
.. 
·1 /' - ' ,l f'~ : -~··, 11, 
• ." ~ 
for the· established.· la1r1yers of Gettysb1.irg to'~hbother with, 
. .. 
and which rarely produced more than the cost of handling. 
His meager savings dwindled rapidly. He sat lonely and 
cold in his office through the winter to save on firewood. 
Spring came, but brought no relief to Stevens. He fell 
behind in his rent and board billolO Close to starvation, 
many meals were eat·en only through the kindliness of his 
innkeeper. In despair, he confessed to an acquaintance 
that he could not hold out much longer, would have to seek 
s new location. 
Just a few days later, in June of 1817, a murder was 
committed by a farm hand in a field near Gettysburg. So 
obvious was the murderer's guilt, and so intense the feel-
ings of the people of the town, that the lawyers of Gettys-
burg refused to defend the alleged killer. All the lawyers, 
that is, except Stevens. He had nothing to lose, everything 
to gain, so he accepted the appointment by the court to 
defend the farm hand. Using the uncommon plea of insanity, 
Stevens lost the case but at the same time established 
himself as a resourceful and talented lawyer. 11 
lOR. Korngold, ~. Cit., P• 15. 
11Richard Nelson Current, Old Thad Stevens. (Madison, 
Wis., 1942). Po 10. 
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This was the turning point in his career. The 
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the cases of his rapidly growing clientele with extra-
ordinary ability. His law practice gre\v by leaps and 
bounds, and concurrently, his financial worth. Within ten 
years after· his arrival in Gettysburg he was the largest 
individual owner of real estate in the town, and he con-
tinued in this distinctive role for another decade.
12 As 
his star began to rise, he came out of his shell. He 
began to enjoy local political discussions and could always 
be found as the congenial leader of such debateso His 
lusty humor and ready wit, unknown to the residents of 
Gettysburg up to this time, were winning him friends and 
many acquaintances. He became a well-known and popular 
figure as he rode the country roads of Adams County on his 
saddle horse, one of his first self-indulgences after pay-
ing his debts. Within five years he had saved enough to 
buy his mother a farm in Vermont. He became uncommonly 
charitable--toward the old, the infirm, the poverty-
stricken, and the crippledo These charities continued all 
his life. Upon his death, among his papers were found small 
notes totaling approximately a hundred thousand dollars, 
12T. F. Woodley, .2J2• Cit., PP• 28-29. 
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almost half the value of his entire. estate. His records 
-,-..-~-·-··--·-. _ _ _ ---~--· ______ ..__,,__ •. _ •• , .• ,.__t •ra <.' 
• ____ ···--·-·------
-,.--··· ·- ------------- -------- did not reveal that any attempts were ever made to collect 
them. 1' 
Actively interested in local, sts,,:te end national 
politics during this period, the only office he held,was 
. 
that of a member of the Gettysburg Borough Council, on 
which he served two terms. 
13washington Daily Morning Chronicle, Aug. 14, 1868 
(as noted by F. M. Brodie, 21?• Cit., p. 379). 
---- •• I 
I\ .. '•, ~·. ,,, 
. I 
- j . : 
., 
.. ·. CHAPrER II 
' I 
~·, .. r",:· 
' 
--·· ------------
ANTI 01'ft 
--- -- -- ·-
MAS " 
-: ·- ·- ·-. ··--·-- - --- ·---
. . ' 
.. . . 
... .. . . 
. . 
' . 
-
--- . .. ·-·· --·
·--·"··--·-··-- . : .· -. ~- -- _·: ~--·~ . -~- .... --.....
 ,,. ... 
' - ... ft:'... . ~- ·-· .. .: ---~-· 4 ... _____ --
---
- ---
~---
, . 
'1.: 
. ' 
.. . - .. ··- .
....... - - . .. 
John Mattocks, the lawyer in Peacham in whose office 
young Thad Stevens began his reading of law~ was Caledonia 
County 0 s·most influential politician, and a confirmed 
Federalist. Mattocks liked Thad's quick mind, and spent a 
~r good deal of time in his office discussing politics with 
the youth. Young Stevens was delighted with the relation-
ship, for he greatly admired the attorney, impressed by his 
position of eminence and his wealth. As noted previously, 
Mattocks certainly steered Thad toward a legal career. He 
further influenced Thad in his choice of political philos-
ophies. Thad's political creed became basically that of 
the Federalist Party. 
His Federalist affiliation lasted until he adopted 
Anti-Masonry. He later became known as a Whig when that 
party formed a coalition with the Anti-Masons, although he 
personally did not like the designation, preferring the 
Anti-Masonic label. At the end of his career in state 
politics he attached himself to the Republican Party, and 
under this political banner he served all his time in 
national politics. Rarely in his entire political life, 
however~ did he allow his political connections to inter-
fere with a movement which he felt worthwhile. His per-
sonal integrity would not permit him to espouse a cause 
. . .. - - ··-- - --"~--·--·-,....,·,I 
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or his party if he disagreed with that cause, and vis-a-
vis, more than once he advocated political support of 
measures propounded by his adversaries even though his 
independent action threatened him with political oblivion. 
Most notable.of these was his almost solitary stand 
against the repeal of the Pennsylvania Free School Bill, 
which will be reported subsequently. No one political 
party incorporated in its platform all the policies in 
which he believedo He detested inequality of the people, 
but disliked the principles of Jeffersonian Democracy and 
even more, those of the Jacksonians. 
In 1827, during a recess in a trial in York in which 
Stevens had been engaged on the same side as James 
Buchanan, the two men took a walk. During the conversation, 
Buchanan suggested that now would be a good time for a man 
of Stevens' ability to enter politics in support of Jackson, 
stating that he had done so even though he had been a 
Federalist, and that the future looked bright. Stevens,~ 
his ambitions notwithstanding, did not hesitate to refuse 
for he could not abandon his old principles for the sake 
of joining a party whose principles were repugnant to him. 13. 
l3Alexander Hood, A BiograEhical History of Lancaster 
County. (Lancaster, 1~72)7 pp. 57b-7?. 
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Nevertheless, he later voted with the Democrats on the 
question of public debt 9 seeking a fair distribution or 
that burden upon the populace. 
His refusal to join with Buchanan was all the more 
· notable because his old Federalist party had been steadily 
on the wane for several years and there was little hope 
held out for its rejuvenation. The weakness of the party 
is considered one reason why Stevens was not prominent in 
politics for the dozen years after he settled in Gettys-
burg, for in its weakness it afforded him no cause worth 
his energies. 
Then, in 1828, he found a cause. 
As early as the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
Free Masonry had become a power in the politics of Englan4 
and the Continent. Nor were its foes silent, charging 
that the masonic oath took precedence among the members 
of the Order, even against the interests of their govern-
ments. In this country, the year 1825 found in the Order 
a great many of our outstanding citizens" Rumblings 1.iere 
heard here, too, many of them expressions of sincere con-
viction. There had been some agitation in Pennsylvania 
against Masonry as early as 1820. But since the assaults 
again.st Masonry vJere unorganized, and some _of them 
political~ they had little effectiveness. 14 But the 
14 T. F. Woodley, ~. Cit., P• 50. 
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abduction and murder of a man in western New York provided 
the spark which led to the organization of the Antimasonic 
party. 
William Morgan was an itinerant stonecutter and brick-
layer who settled in Batavia, a town lying between Buffalo 
. 
and Rochester in western New York State. He had been a 
member of the Masonic order, but having quarreled with 
the members he disassociated himself from the lodge, and 
threatened to reveal its secrets. He was about to publish 
a book divulging these secrets when in September, 1826, he 
was kidnaped by five masked men, thrown into a carriage, 
and driven off 9t high speed toward Fort Niagara on the 
Canadian border, where he disappeared. The evidence seemed 
to indicate that his abductors, all fanatical Masons, had 
d d h . · 1 k O t . l5 rowne lfil 1Il a_e nJarlOe 
Five prominent citizens were tried for the murder. 
The evidence against them was damning, but since there was 
no corpus delecti, three were acquitted and the other two 
were imprisoned for less than a year. The judge, a Mason, 
was denounced in the press, and public resentment was 
aroused, not only in New York, but throughout the nation. 
An astute politician in New York State, at the time 
a Federalist, watched the turmoil caused by Morgan's 
disappearance with great interest, and a plan ripened in 
15 F. M. Brodie,~. Cit., P• 38. 
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hi~ mind. Since the Federalist party was dying, why not · 
organize a new party based on the Masonic is~ue? The 
Masonic issue was sure to be short-lived, but having 
organized, and gained office, then other issues could be 
given pre·cedence. So Thurlow Weed organized the first 
Antimasonic party. It polled 27,000 votes in 1827 and 
almost 70,000 the following year. 16 It was in that year 
that the Antimasonic political movement gained a strong 
foothold in Pennsylvania, when the details of the alleged 
murder of Morgan to prevent his disclosure of Masonic 
secrets were spread through the newspapers. As mentioned 
above, there had been some Antimasonic agitation in 
Pennsylvania as early as 1820, but it was not until the 
above disclosures appeared in the newspapers that it took 
on some semblance of organization and a more formidable 
aspect. Although it had little to do with the election 
of 1828, "it stood like a great cloud threatening the 
"17 political plans of the futureo 
Since neither of the two existing political parties, 
the Federalists and the Democrats, the former suffering 
from the agonies of a slow death and the latter from 
16R. Korngold, QE.. Cit., Po 24. 
17Philip s. Klein, Pennsylvania Politics, 1817-1832. 
(Philadelphia, 1940). p. 278. 
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growing pains, cared to argue the issue of Antimasonry,· 
., 
-· "·-"--·-1t spread from statet·to st-at:e unmolested. __ Furthermor
e, 
........ -- -. -'-··~··---~ 
-., .,.,_ ... ~- '. 
many conditions existed throughout the Union which 
fostered the formation of the Antimasonic party, and 
Pennsylvania had its full share, particularly in the 
southern and western counties. 
Primarily, Antimasonry had a broad appeal because 
its one end only foundation was a natural human disgust 
with any man or organized group of men capable of commi
t-
ting a secret murder and going unpunished for it. Conse
-
quently, an Antimason was first of all opposed to murder;
 
he was opposed to any special immunity which made it 
possible to escape punishment for murder; he was opposed 
to the influence that bought such special immunity, and 
to the oaths of secrecy which safeguarded it; and he was
 
opposed to the religious discrimination and weird rites 
lo.f 
which hinted of the supernatural, which frightened him. 
The faces of many uneducated German farmers showed a 
horrified fascination as they listened, in 1828, to bloo
dy 
t l f rtr • • 1
8 
a es o uasonic orgies. 
The southern counties, of which Lancaster was a prime 
example, was inhabited chiefly by German sects--Mennonite
s, 
Amish, Moravians, Dunkards and o·ther "plain people, u as 
well as substantial numbers of Lutherans. Not only did 
18Ibid., P• 279. 
I ' 
24 
their creeds prescribe against the taking of oaths, but 
-
-······ · ·· .. :_ --. ·- - · they had only recently emigrated from a land where/ they - ·•----·-------------~----- --- -·- . 
,• 
had suffered from the tyranny of a privileged few. 
The western counties had large numbers of the 
pioneering Scotch~Irish, a democratic and independent 
people who considered one man as good as his neighbor. 
These people had a natural antipathy for the idea of 
aristocracy which took form in the Masonic Order. The 
Quakers in the southeastern counties naturally became Anti-
masons simply because their religion explicitly forbade 
oath-taking. 19 
So the evil of oath-taking was on the tip of every-
one's tongue; exception was taken to the regalia and 
ceremony connected with the order, as well as to the in-
equities allegedly occuring in the courts of law and in 
government due to the influence of the Masons. 
Geographically, the interests of the southern counties 
lay to the South along the Susquehanna River, connecting 
it with the Baltimore marketo So the spending of millions 
of dollars of State funds for canals to connect Philadelphia 
and the West was not a popular internal improvement program 
in this region. In the state legislative session of 1828-
1829 a project was introduced which was aimed at having the 
Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad build .. a line from the 
l9Ibid., P• 280. 
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Maryland border "north to some eligible and practical 
t{·· . ' 
" · :-.::--·- ·- ~-- · · pOil'.l.t in the cllmberland valley ••• Or ·to inCotpOrate a '· ········----~~~-~-~-~---~--------=----··" 
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' ' 
Pennsylvania company for that purposeo 1120 Philadelphia 
. ' 
strongly opposed the project so as to check the trade to 
the south and receive it herself. 21 This became a serious· 
bone of political contention. 
Similarly, the counties of the Southwest found the 
Ohio River a natural avenue for their trade, so that they 
too were strong opponents of the large appropriations for 
rt 
canals and railroads to connect Philadelphia with their 
marketo The southern and southwestern counties also en-
joyed a great deal of overland traffic, but their roads 
were being neglected by the state, which was putting so 
much money into canals and railroads. Their petitions to 
the state legislature for new roads and maintenance of 
existing roads received little if any attention. 22 
Politically, the advent of Antimasonry was also timely. 
The Federalist party was g~sping its last breath, and 
John Quincy Adams'supporters, after their resounding defeat 
by Jackson in 1828, had nowhere to turn. There were also 
many Jacksonians who were angry with their new regime be-
cause they failed to receive the appointments which they 
20Pennsylvania Reporter, January 23, 1829. 
--------
21Ibido9 January 30~ 1829. 
22charles McCarthy, The Antimasonic Party. (Washington, 
1903). Po 431. 
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felt were their just due, or because of opposition to 
•,.'I 
! . 
a large number of voters who needed only an issue to fora 
a political party of considerable strength, and Anti-
masonry provided that issue. 
The most important leader of this new party during 
its earliest years was Joseph Ritner, a self-educated 
farmer's son who moved with his wife from Berks County, 
where he was born, to Washington County in the southwest 
corner of Pennsylvaniao Here he entered politics, was sent 
to the State House, and served there as Speakero His 
admitted early ambitions to be governor seemed forever out 
of reach in 1828, but less than one year later he was 
closer ~o his goal than ever before, thanks to the new 
Antimasonic Party, having been nominated for the office by 
delegates of that party to a convention in Harrisburg in 
June, 1829. 23 
Stevens followed the excitement in New York with great 
interest. Intensely interested in politics since his 
youth, his career suffered a frustrating period of in-
activity when he found his disintegrating Federalist party 
in Gettysburg under the control of a few older residents 
who rebuffed the newcomer. After establishing himself as 
--------
23p. s. Klein,~. Cit., p. 280. 
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27 
a lawyer of consequence he entered the local political 
arena 1r1ith more assurance f: joining poli ti.cal. discusslona __ .-~-· 
and, as reported above, becoming the leader of these 
friendly debates. Despite his concern with state and 
national politics, he was confined to the local scene. 
In 1828, however, he began to break loose from the 
J) 
confines of Federalism which fettered him locally, and 
attached himself to the new cause of Antimasonry. He 
almost immediately became the unquestioned leader of the ,_J 
new movement in Gettysburg, and soon began his missionary 
work in the areas surrounding the town, covering more and 
more of Adams County. 
The first political move made by the Antimasonic 
Party of Pennsylvania was to put up William Hiester of 
Lancaster County as a candidate for Congress in the election 
of 1828. He was soundly defeated, as were most opponents 
of the Democratic Party throughout the nation. Andrew 
Jackson was elected President in a stinging victory. As 
mentioned previously, Jackson's victory eliminated the 
Federalist Party and the faction of John Quincy Adams as 
effective political organizations. This fact inspired the 
political leaders of Antimasonry to work more diligently 
toward a solid state organization. 
After Ritner's nomination for the governorship in 
June, 1829, Stevens called a meeting of a number of towns-
people "opposed to secret societies" at the courthouse in 
·- ·- ·- --r------,--
,., 
' ' ' 
28 
Gettysburg. The meeting was advertised as nonpolitical 
and nonpartisan'b bt1t the·";: few· remaining diehard Federalists 
-
were alarmed at his purpose. Their fears were justified, 
for at this meeting Stevens began the formal organization 
of the Antimasonic Party in· Adams County e His ·· earlier 
missionary work helped him quickly to achieve its establish-
ment and to sound the death knell for the Federalist Party 
in the area. 24 Coincidentally, party organizations sprang 
up throughout the state at the same timeo Stevens 
campaigned for Ritner throughout Adams County, and even 
/ ~ in adjoining counties. The county organizations of the 
party were still rough at the edges, and in many counties 
it was not generally known that Ritner was opposing the 
Democrat's candidate, George Wolf. Ritner lost the election, 
but in doing so he carried seventeen counties and received 
a substantial vote in seven others. 25 In general, his 
heaviest vote was in the southern and western parts of the 
State. Fifteen Antimasons were elected to the house and 
one to the senate. One member was also elected to Congress 
from the Pittsburgh district. 26 
24R. N. Current, Q£. Cit., p. 16. 
25The counties won by Ritner were ~ams, Bedford, 
Cambria? Chester~ Crai1ford 9 Dauphin, Erie, Huntingdon, 
Indiana, Jefferson, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lycoming, Mercer, 
Somerset~ Union and Washington. 
26c. McCarthy, QR• Cit.,·p. 432. 
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The Antimasonic Party had obtained results far be-
29 
__
 .. r. .. -,1-.t!__ ______ .._~-----·- --- --
yo nd its e:icpect.ations, clearly demonstrating that a strong,-· ----- ----·--·-··---
,- ' 
new party had arisen in Pennsylvania which needed only a 
more thorough organization to make it a success. Its 
remarkable rise can be attributed only to the facts that 
all the elements for its quick success were here in 
Pennsylvania, and that men like Thaddeus Stevens and 
Joseph Ritner assumed the leadership of the party. The 
people were ready for it. 
Notwithstanding its small minority in the state 
legislature during the session of 1829-1850, the party 
flexed its muscles by introducing a bill to repeal the law 
which exempted the Masonic hall in Philadelphia from tax-
ation. The debates were violent, but since there seemed 
to be no good reason why the building should not be taxed, 
the bill was passedo Seemingly unimportant, the passage 
of the bill was most significant from the Antimasonic view-
point as it tended to weld the party together on a state-
wide bssis. 27 
Stevens meanwhile augmented his influence in the 
party by launching an Antimasonic newspaper in Gettysburg. 
When he attended the Antimasonic state convention in 
Harrisburg in February of 1830, his first formal appear-
ance as a leader of the Party, a Harrisburg newspaper 
27Pennsylvania Reporter, February 9, 1830. 
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~eterred to his presence as "an event of great significance 
··· : in Pennsyl vaniao n 28 In the fall election of 1830 the 
party polled 54,000 votes in the state, electing six 
' congressmen, four state senators, and twenty-seven state 
. 
representatives. 29 ·Although holding no.political office, 
Stevens had become a power in the political life of 
Pennsylvania, and his ardor was noted throughout the 
nation as it carried him beyond the borders of his home 
state. 
In June, 1831, Stevens was invited to address a large 
group of Antimasons in Hagerstown, Maryland. A public 
meeting, it attracted many political opponents who were 
curious to hear what he would say. His speech was a fiery 
and detailed blast against the evils of Masonry. One week 
later an anonymous letter was published in a Gettysburg 
newspaper noted for its Masonic leanings, ridiculing the 
"vile slander" of Stevens' speech, and slyly pointing the 
finger of guilt at him for the unsolved murder of a 
pregnant negro woman near Gettysburge On June 23~ Stevens 
filed an action in trespass for damages against the 
publisher of the newspaper, and at the same time instituted 
a criminal suit against him charging criminal libel. This 
28R. Korngold, Qi?. Cit., p. 26. 
29Penns~lvania Re~orter, October 22, 1830. 
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31 
was the only time that Stevens chose to take legal action 
\ J • ' • 
. -a,gainst the myriad of slanders cast ·at ··him· t·hroughout his 
stormy and controversial political life. 
He won the criminal case quickly, the publisher be-:· 
iDg sentenced to three months in prison. Govern.or~ t"'Jolf, 
as the publisher's friends had boasted he would, pardoned 
the publisher, thereby adding another crime of Freemasonry 
to Stevens' long list. The civil case, however, dragged 
on until 1834, and by turning the case into an investigation 
of political favoritism among Freemasons, Stevens not only 
won, but gained a great deal of publicity far beyond the 
borders of Pennsylvaniae30 
The Antimasonic Party introduced a new institution 
to American politics in September of 1831, when it met in ._, 
Baltimore in national convention to nominate a presidential 
and vice-presidential candidate for the national election 
in 1832. This method of choosing national candidates for 
office, sooner or later adopted by all other parties, was 
the single contribution of the Antimasonic Party to the 
formal political procedure of the nation.31 Nominated for 
the, Presidency was William Wirt, a lawyer who had gained 
;oFree HasOilf.l Unmasked; or, Minutes of the Trial of 
a Suit qf Co~mon Pleas of !dams County, Wherein Thaddeus 
Steve~.§. 9 Ess" ~ ~s Plaintif~f, a11d Jacob Lefever, Defendent. (Gettysburg 9 1835)0 PPo j,V-:iCVo 
~
1T. F. Woodley, Q.e. Cit., P• 62 • 
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considerable national prominence for his part in the 
prosecution of Aaron Burr. Stevens' close friend Amoa 
.,.~. . -,.. ~) ~ 
, ' ' I 
Ellaaker was the Vice-Presidential choice. 
In the State election of 1831 the Antimasons did 
poorly. Even with ail his effort, Stevens was not able 
. " 
to carry his home county f~ the Antimasonic ticket. 
Their losses in this election are attributed mainly to 
the resurgence of the National Republicans, chiefly Clay 
supporters, who were growing more and more dissatisfied 
' 
with the Democratic administration in Washington. The 
Republican gains were made in counties which had been Anti-
masonic.32 
Stevens spent the next several months organizing his 
party and at the same time campaigning for Ritner's 
election in the 1832 State election. Wolfe won once again, 
however, although the margin was only 3,000 votes. The 
defeat was a severe blow to both the Antimasons and the 
National Republicans. The failure of coalition of the 
two parties to win the state election was blamed one on 
the other, the Republicans claiming that the radical Anti-
masons turned away many Masons who would otherwise have 
voted for the coalition ticket, and the Antimasons blaming 
the Natior1al Republicans for insincerity. 33 Both parties 
32c. NcCarthy, ~. Cit., p. 441. 
33 Ibid., p. 451. 
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aow realized that their only hope in the imminent national 
election would be through the organizat~on of a closely 
knit union, and to this end the Republicans, at a state 
convention in Harrisburg on October 16, adopted a reso-
lution to withdraw their own ticket and recommending 
that they support the Antimasonic ticket in Pennsylvania.3
4 
Once again the union of the two political forces 
failed. Jackson won a stunning nationwide victory, and 
in Pennsylvania he enjoyed a winning margin of over 24,000 
votes as compared to the 3,000 by which Wolf defeated 
Ritner just a short time before. In the United States the 
Antimasons won only one state--Stevens' home state of 
Vermonto This rebuff put an end to Antimasonry as a sig-
nificant political force in most states, but Thaddeus 
Stevens refused to let it die in Pennsylvaniao35 The rise 
of the \.Jhig party, and the fact that many Masonic lodges 
had disbanded removed all reason for the party's existence, 
but Stevens' great energy kept it alive several years 
longer in his adopted state,36 and with the genius of one 
~) 
of the greatest fanatical leaders th'is country has ever 
produced, lashed it once sgain into a national fury when 
the opposition to Jackson grew strongero3? 
34Ib;r1 
.J..Uo 
35R. 
36R. 
3?c. 
N. Current, QR. Cit., p. 19, 
Korngold, QQo Cito, p. 28. 
McCarthy,~. Cit., P• 454. 
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Vith coaplete confidence in the principles of Anti-
aasonry, Stevens ran for election to the Pennsylvania Bouse 
of Representatives in 1833, and was elected by Adam~ 
County on the Antimason platform. He was to be re-elected 
six times. And notv he ~1as to meet the Democrats, including 
state senator James Buchanan and Governor George Wolf, on 
more nearly equal and opportune terms. McCarthy cites the 
election of Stevens in 1833 as perhaps the most significant 
fact in the history of Antimasonry in Pennsylvania.3
8 As 
for Stevens himself, he was delighted with the prospects 
of meeting the Wolf in his den. 
Stevens had fought long and hard to get his fight 
against the Freemasons into the legislature, and now that 
he was there he lost no time in bringing his cause before 
Pennsylvania's law-maker~. On February 10, 1834 he cou-
rageously introduced a resolution for the formation of a 
committee to investigate the need of a law making member-
ship in a Masonic lodge sufficient reason to bar jurors 
in all cases where only one of the litigants was a Mason, 
and to bar a Masonic judge from trying a case in those 
same circumstances.39 He really did not expect the reso-
lution to carry, and it did not, but he made use of it to 
record the position of all the legislatorso 
3Bibid., P• 456. 
39James A. Woodburn, The Life ot Thaddeus Stevena. 
(Indianapolis, 1913). p. lb. 
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Prom this point on he badgered the House with one 
intimasonic resolution after anot·her. The odds against 
. ' 
him were tremendous es he fought his battles almost single-
handedly, but his persistence and boldness frightened his 
· opponents into tr;y~ing to do some.thing to stop him. An 
opportunity presented itself when he asked for subpoena 
powers for his Committee to Investigate the Evils of 
Freemasonry, which committee he had forced through the 
House a few days previous. The House coldly refused hi• 
the subpoena powers he sought, having passed the resolution 
for the formation of his committee with the knowledge that 
it would be powerless without the right to compel Masons 
to testify. So he withdrew his motion, and at this point 
the Democrats counter-attacked by petitioning for a 
committee to inquire into the evils of Antimasonry. 
Stevens stunned his opponents by moving that his opponents' 
committee be granted subpoena rights as well as his com-
mittee. The House, realizing that such authority granted 
to these committees would open the door for the energetic 
Stevens to conduct a massive investigation of Masonry, 
voted down their own motion.40 Although outwitted by 
Stevens, the House Democrats were jubilant that they had 
stifled his efforts for an investigation by denying him 
the po,r1er "to send for persons and papers. 0 
40Penns~lvania House Journal, 1834-35, V9l. 2, 552. 
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Stevens retaliated with the best means left available 
C 
' 
--- ----·· ~ - ··-· ~ , ... .,,"i ' .r.: .. ·: •·, ~ 
to him, the report of his committee, in which he complained 
·-- ~-(---- --- -
bitterly that the committee had been created by the House 
to perform a duty but denied the power to intelligently 
I 
discharge it, and for that reason felt it was the-duty of 
r -"", 
the committee to use testimony taken in other states. 
Although considered by the Democrats to be an unfair 
tactic, Stevens nevertheless constructed his report so 
skillfully that he was able to incorporate that testimony 
wbicl1 proved ·co be almost as damaging as that which he had 
hoped to obtain had he been authorized in his own com-
mittee.41 Almost, for he had scheduled Governor Wolf to 
be a witness. From him he had hoped to learn, under oath, 
how much political favor Masonry had secured from the 
governor, whether applications for government office were 
founded on Masonic merit, _whether Masonry was used in 
securing executive patronage, and how many convicted 
criminals had been pardoned because of their membership in 
_the lodge. Stevens had also hoped to call before the 
committee many Masonic judges to determine if Masonic 
litigants in cases tried before them received special 
favors. 42 
41T. F. Woodley,~. Cit., P• 68. 
42J. A. Woodburn,~. Cit., p. 17. 
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Finally, he concluded his committee's report by 
~"~--·-·~~-·--~-~cr,··--,.,effering a bill "to proh~bit, in future, the adminis- __ , __________ !) ______________ _ 
tration of masonic·, odd-fellows', and all other secret 
extra-judicial oaths, obligations and promises, in the 
nature of oaths. 1143 The bill i"Jas defeated, but with the , 
aid of the Whigs in the House, and by his persistence in 
bringing it up before the House constantly, the resolution 
was finally passed after amendments which deleted the 
words "masonic" and odd-fellows" and using instead the 
aore general term "secret societies. 1144 
The fact was now established that Stevens had gained 
a stature of importance throughout the state, and because 
of his ability as a leader, Antimasonry was a political 
power in Pennsylvania, even though its strength elsewhere 
in the nation had dwindled to the point of impotence. 
As Stevens grew in stature the number of his enemies 
grew. When his Antimasonic political activities were con-
fined to Adams County his political enemies were centered 
there. But as his aggressive campaigns against Masonry, 
and Jackson, spread out from his home county to encompass 
more and more of Pennsylvania the enemy camp grew pro-
portionately, and by 1834 when he had established himself 
as the "High P1<)iest of Antimasonry" by his actions in the 
43Pennsylvania House Journal, 1834-35, Vol. 2, ?35• 
44c. McCarthy, 2£• Cit., P• 465. 
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'· i atate legislature he had managed to gat~er a sizeable 
·--portion of ·political· -enemies thro,ughout the_JJnion. . ·- . ,, .. "··--·· .. --:-·· ·: :--.· ~-.. ~-·"'. ...... : -~.--:-·--- .:-.:· ~-----..... \,... . . 
.. 
Reference to many of his political opponents es 
enemies is not the random choice of a word. The degree 
of political intolerance which prevailed in the first halt 
of the nineteenth century would not be permitted to-day. 
Newspapers were extremely partisan in their editorial 
policies and were read, with few exceptions, only by those 
who shared the same political views. The public defamation 
or character was vehement and unbelievably malicious. The 
infamous election of 1838, which shall be covered in more 
detail subsequently, heaped incredible abuse upon Joseph 
Ritner and David Porter, opponents for the office of 
governor. Ritner, then the incumbent, was referred to es 
many evil things but most of all an ignorant man '\:'1ho could 
barely speak English. Porter's portrait was that of a 
.man entirely lacking in morals and unfitted for responsible 
public trust. 45 
Stevens,because he so bitterly attacked Freemasonry, 
Andrew Jackson, and the Democrats, attracted a larger 
than ordinary number of enemies whose vituperation and 
abuse was of the highest quality. As a result he was 
45Alexander K. McClure, Old Time Notes of Pennszlvania. 
(Philadelphia, 1905). p. 29 • 
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accused of almost every crime in the lexicon, including (' 
rape, fornication and bastardy 1r1i th both v1hi te and ·colorea-.----
women (the latter a serious offense in a border county 
where much of the populace was economically bound to the 
neighboring slave states . and ithere, therefore, considerable 
pro-slavery sentiment existed), the use of confidential 
information acquired in his law office to defraud, and 
even murder. 
The mountains of criticism heaped upon him did not 
deter him in his self-appointed task to put an end to the 
alleged aristocracy of Masonry. The elmination of this 
inequality had now become an obsession with him, and his 
. ' 
work 1;1as made much easier· by the fact that he could operate 
as an elected member of the state legislature. His 
political ambitions likewise depended upon the pro-Stevens 
electorate of Adams County. Yet he placed all this in 
jeopardy for the sake of a cause in which he personally 
believed deeply, contrary to the wishes of a great majority 
of his constituents,46 and at a time when he had the 
dubious honor of being the target of more political 
animosity than any other man in Pennsylvania. 
.. 
Thaddeus Stevens alone saved the public school system 
of Pennsylvania, thanks to his deep-seated conviction, 
J" 
46c. McCarthy,~. Cit., p. 466. 
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his wonderful command of the language, and his unmatched 
ability as a speaker in the legislature. 
Stevens' great effort to save public schools in 
Pennsylvania was by no means unique. His entire adult life 
was spent fighting for three causes--Antim~sonry, Anti-
Slavery, and Free Education--all with one major sought-
for result, human equality. Most of his great battles 
for Education, though recorded in history~ have been ob-
scured by the more universal ramifications of the other two. 
He fully appreciated the obstacles standing in the 
way of a poor family to educate its children, well remembering 
the bitter hardship he had suffered and the sacrifices his 
,;.; 
mother had made. It has already been mentioned how he 
underwent severe physical hardship to get to the Caledonia 
Academy through an ice storm so as to speak on the subject ~ 
of "Free and Universal Education." It was easy for him 
to remember how his education made it possible for him to 
leave behind the austere life of the rocky soil of Vermont 
to become a well-to~do lawyer. To Stevens, an education 
was one of the necessities of life, and he wanted everyone 
to share its richness. 
Public education was particularly difficult to achieve 
in Pennsylvania. For generations education had been em-
braced by the churches of the various German sects, and 
was considered one of the component parts of religious 
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training.47 The Quakers also maintained their own schOols. 
.. -. ----... --:---=--.--.----·-----·These people were not opposed to education per se, but 
---·----·-------
-
,; 
they did not want to abandon the schools whi~h they had 
already established. Nor did these frugal people like 
the idea of payi:pg taxes to educate someone else's 
children. 
In 1809, following the dictates of the State Consti-
tution of 1790, the state had enacted a school ·law pro-
viding free education for the children of the poor. 48 To 
qualify, their parents had to publicly admit poverty, 
which of course divided the children into paupers and non-
paupers. This system existed in many church and private 
schools as well as the few public schools in operation.49 
Although the system was taken for granted, thousands of 
children were simply kept at home and received no schooling 
because their parents v1ere una'ble to pay the fees and too 
proud to admit poverty. 
This limitation to free education was a terrible 
thorn in Stevens' side, and for more than a decade before 
his famous speech to the House in 1835 he had spoken for 
47T. F. Woodley, QE.. Cit., P• 143. 
48Alexa~er Harris,! Review of the Political Conflict 
in Americao (New York, 1876). p. 2b. 
49 Fo Mo Brodie, 21?• Cit., P• 59. 
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free schools to be operated by the borough. Confident 
_____ ? .... :: .. ·- _ .. _ . _________ -~t ~that he. h~d c otivinc ed the townspeople and the county 
. , ...... , 
·residents, he had the matter placed on the ballot in 1825. 
He was surprised and disappointed when the issue was 
•• 
defeated not only in Gettysburg but also in every town-
' -ship in the county.50 ~is defeat at the polls, however, 
never restrained him from voicing his opinion on free 
education at every opportunity in an at·tempt to overcome 
the opposition which he so well knew existed in Adams 
County as well as throughout the state. 
At his first legislative session in 1833 he strongly 
supported a bill to apprqpriate money to Gettysburg College, 
fully aware that his constituents were just as strongly 
opposed to the measure, and what his actions might mean to 
his public career. He was severely rebuked by the citizens 
of Adams County, and his own Antimasonic Party threatened 
his re-election. Indicative of the man's fearlessness 
was this letter he wrote to his party leaders in Gettysburg: 
......,,.,,,,,_,_-- .. T ...... • •- •, ';. , .. : •• :,il ',"" ,i, 
" •••• You tell me, that my course, in relation to 
the college vrill injure your political party, and 
consequently injure you individuallyo If anything 
could change my purpose~ a belief of this position 
wouldo For') l1ov1e-ver I may sacrifice myself~ I do 
not assume the right to sacrifice youo But that 
could only happen upon the supposition that I be-
come unpopular 9 and s·till continue to be Jrour 
candidateo That, I will never do. I have already 
resolved that the weight of my name shall never 
50 T. F. Woodley,~. Cit., pp. 145-146. 
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again burthen your ticket •••• And if it be necessary 
.-. . to the well-being of our country, dear ,~9 me. as .. -
·-·-·--· __ ,c .. ,ail my ··Friends and Consti.tuents-,,' I ·,v-iil ,p1ithdraw 
from your county to some place where the,advocates 
of Antimasonry may be advocates of Knoi~1ledge. "51 
Each Pennsylvania Governor in office under the Con-
stitution of 1790 made mention in his inaugural address 
of the need for the enactment of a public school law, 
but none pressed the point until Governor Wolf assumed 
the office. His inaugural in 1830 dealt at length with 
43 
the matter, and with the aid of a large and loyal majority 
he managed to force through the legislature, not an act 
establishing a school system, but a tax to establish a 
school fund. He then set in motion the accumulation of 
information on existing school systems in municipalities 
and other states, and at the session of 1834 succeeded in 
having a bill adopted which embodied the best features of 
all the systems studied.52 
Governor Wolf's happiness at the passage of the bill 
was short-=lived. Public resentment of the school bill 
was intense and widespread. It became the principle issue 
in the fall elections, and almost all of Pennsylvania's 
legislators, to assure their election, had committed them-
selves to repeal of the new law. 
51Pennsylvania Telegra2Q, Jan. 25, 1834. 
52vlilliam c. Armor, Li.ves of the Governors of 
Pennszlvania. (Philadelphia, 1ITT2r:-pp. 354-358. 
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When the legislature met for the 1834-1835 session, 
,__ _____
___ ._ --
petitions began to pour in fro~ all parts of the state·~ 
urging the repeal of the school law which had been signed 
into law only one year before. By ~he middle of March, 
1835 it was reported in the House that 558 petitions 
signed by 31,988 names had been received in favor of 
repeal, while only 49 petitions with 2,575 signers had 
come in opposed to repeal.53 
With outside pressure so overwhelmingly against the 
school law, the Senate's first order of business after it 
was organized was to pass a bill revoking the law, which 
it promptly sent to the House for its accord. 
Stevens was out of town on a committee investigation 
when the bill was called up in the House. He hurried to 
Harrisburg where he was met by a colleague from Adams 
County who advised him that, after again sounding out the 
people of their home county, he was convinced that 
practically all of them insisted upon repeal; also, a test 
vote showed that there were only a few in the House who 
would vote against it.54 
Governor Wolf, despite the counsel of his political 
advisers, indicated that he would veto the bill even 
though it was obvious that it could easily be passed over 
53A. Harris, .QE. Cit., P• 27. 
54 T. F. Woodley, .QQ. Cit., p. 152 •. 
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his veto. Enheartened by Wolf's firm stand, Stevens' 
·--·---------
---'-----'-· 
---- mind 1:1as made up. He would defend the free -,school- s7st-e•,--·-- --
even at the risk of political suicide. 
Stevens' forensic abilities were well known by this 
time, and when the news spread that Stevens would address 
the House, almost every member was in his seat, the 
visitors' gallery was crowded, and many of the Senators 
were on hand. He did not disappoint them. In a magnifi-
cent appeal he so completely won over his fellow represent-
atives that the bill to repeal the free school law was 
defeated by a sizable majority. Public schools in Pennsyl-
vania were once and for all establishedo55 
Stevens rarely transcended political lines but his 
stand on public education united the Democrats, Whigs and 
Antimasons in admiration. A staunchly Democratic daily 
newspaper which seldom went to press without an editorial 
stab at Stevens said, 
"The speech delivered by Mr. Stevens was 
particularly fine. The acknowledged talents of 
this gentleman were never exerted in a nobler 
cause or with greater effect than on this 
55A. Hood, Qi!. Cit., p. 578. Since the legislature 
had no stenographers, and since Stevens, as was his custom, 
had no t1ri tten copy of his speech, there is no verbatim 
copy. Attempts to reconstruct the speech from memory were 
only partially successful. 
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occasion, and we feel assured that_ a more power-
ful effort of oratory was never liste~ed _'t~ ... . 
within thewalls·of·this or any other legislative 
--,J'··---·-----~--
· ·-- .. --- · · · · hall." 56 
+ 
.:; ... 
~-, A contemporary historian who was unfriendly to 
. . . '.. ;" . . . Stevens and opposed him politically, and even accused 
him of taking his pro-education stand for political gain 
wrote that " •••• This speech ranked its author, henceforth, 
as one of the first intellects of Pennsylvania."57 
Strangely, as we shall see, his chief supporter in 
the matter of free education, Governor Wolf, was to suffer 
a severe political reversal over this same issue while 
Stevens' career was destined to ascend to the national 
arena despite an episode in Harrisburg which did for a 
while put an end to his participation in Pennsylvania 
politics. 
At the state convention that same year the Antimasons 
and Whigs once again nominated Ritner for Governor despite 
two previous defeats. The Democrats nominated their 
twice successful candidate, but not without a st~ggle. 
He had lost a good deal of popularity in certain German 
districts who were opposed to his education and state 
improvement programs. These Democrats were led by Henry 
56Penns~lvania Reporter, April 15, 1835. 
57A. Harris, QE. Cit., Po 28. 
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J A. Muhlenberg, one of the most distinguished preachers r I i: 
. - --------- ···· in the state, and they became so dissatisfied with Wolf' a I ! 
-. - . .. I 
I ! ·~., 
--- ·-· ~---- ... ·-·-. ·- ·--··-·----. -- ' '.1 
nomination that they broke away from their party and 
nominated Muhlenberg as their own candidate. 
The split in Democratic ranks threatened to bring 
the party defeat in the fall. Attempts to heal the break 
went as high as President Jackson who wrote to Muhlenberg 
asking him to withdraw for the sake of harmony. The latter, 
believing he had a good chance to win, and being a Van 
Buren man, refused.58 
Then, in a Fourth of July address, President Jackson 
made a public toast to Governor Wolf, "that patriotic 
governor." 59 This open endorsement so incensed Muhlenberg 
that he flatly refused to withdraw, and the split in the 
Democratic vote permitted Ritner to win an overwhelming 
victory, receiving 94,023 votes. Wolf received 65,804 and 
Muhlenberg 40,586. All but twenty-eight of the represent-
atives elected were either Antimasons or Whigs.60 A 
coalition of the two parties would give them complete con-
trol of the lower house. 
In his inaugural address, Governor Ritner expressed 
the sentiments of his party on the question of Masonry, 
58c. McCarthy, Q.E.. Cit., p. 468. 
59Niles Weekll Register, Vol. 49, 189. 
6oc. McCarthy, 2£. Cit., p. 471. 
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48 
and made it clear that he viewed his election as a victory 
'\. 
for Antiinasonry when he said, 11 •••• The people. have willed 
the destruction of all secret societies, and that will 
ca.n not be disregarded. 1161 
.. 
Stevens lost no time. The day after the legislature 
convened his request to bring in a bill to suppress secret 
societies was granted. He was appointed chairman of a 
committee to prepare the bill, and for help in this, he 
asked for an investigation of Freemasonry, with subpoena 
powerso This time, with his party in control, Stevens 
got what he wantede 62 
Masonic leaders were alarmed. Now for the first time 
they were confronted with the power of a sovereign state 
under the leadership of a most dangerous antagonist intent 
on destroying the organization. The strategy they elected 
to combat this menace unfolded as Stevens' harassment be-
gan. Ex-Governor Wolf was the first of many prominent 
Masons called to testify. Interest in the proceedings was 
evident throughout the nation, and the galleries were packed 
when Wolf was to reveal the zealously guarded secrets of 
the greatest of all the secret societies. But Wolf did 
not appear, nor did other witnesses who had been summoned, 
61Niles Weekly Register, Vol. 49, December 26, 1835, 
p. 292. · 
62Poulson's American Dail~ Advertiser, December 25, 1a35 • 
(Hereinafter referred to as Dailz Advertiser) • 
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claiming that the House had no constitutional authority 
-------·-·"'--~-------·-··- .. ·- . 
· .. 
. to conduct an inquiry against any organization that .. 
violated no law. 6 3 
With this show of strength by the Masons, some or 
Stevens' follo~1ers began to J_ose heart. But· he still had 
,, 
sufficient party backing to have the House compel the 
attendance of those called to testify. 
Excitement was at an extremely high pitch on January 
18, 1836, the day the witnesses were brought before the 
committee to testify. Crowds of people gathered, and 
Masons, Antimasons, "Mulies," "Jacks," "Bats," "Collar 
Democrats," "Canalers," "Anticanalers," Quakers, Dunkards, 
Mennonites, and Lutherans fought to get within hearing 
d . t 64 1s ance. 
The Democrats compared the proceedings to the Spanish 
Inquisition, with Stevens as "Chief Inquisitor" or the 
"Arch Priest of Antimasonry." They referred to the days 
of Salem witchcraft as the only parallel in American 
history. 
6 3A. Harris, QE.. Cit., P• 34. 
64c. McCarthy, OE_. Cit., p. 474. He describes "Mulies" 
as follov1ers of T':J11hle11berg; uJaclcs" as men who were not 
Masons bu-t sided 111·1itl1 them; nBats" as those \·Jho neither 
were Masons nor sided with them, and yet did not see the 
"light n of !1n·timasonry o °Collar Democr·ats n i·1as a common 
name for Democrats, from a saying that each Democrat wore 
a collar on which was inscribed "Andrew Jackson, his dog." 
. ,. . ,::·, . ' .. "\ ·. - : . ' ,,, ' . , 
. . 
'- . 
... ' ; 
« I 
J, . 
_ _( 
.. · .. s,r ·, . . .,. . ·, . 
,, . 
.. 
1 "' ' 50 
At the hearings, the Masons refused to answer the 
questions put to them, and instead, read strong and ma111--· 
· 65 times lengthy protests. Stevens became impatient.and 
in fact lost his temper several times. Furthermore, his 
backers v1ere losing t··heir ,stomach for the investiga·tion. 
When he asked that a resolution be passed to arrest the 
witnesses for contempt and bring them before the bar of 
the House to answer the charge, he was successful by the 
narrow margin of 47-43. 66 
The following day the prisoners were presented at 
the bar of the House and again given the opportunity to 
take the oath. They all again declined. When Stevens 
then requested that they be held indefinitely for contempt, 
the House refused by a vote of 48-45, and the witnesses 
/ 
were discharged. 67 
____ .. 
His deserti?n by the Whigs had capped 
I 
his defeat, making him more t~n ever determined to fight 
against the absorption of his party by the Whigs. 
The investigation described above is further evidence 
of Stevens' power, ingenuity, and zeal. One man had set 
up, practically alone, an investigation to overthrow an 
organization "that claimed an existence from the building 
6 5Niles Weekly Resister, Vol. 49, January 30, 1836, 
P• 379-3820 
66Ibid. 
--
67Ibid. 
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of Solomon's Temple, and which the power of the Roman 
......... _____________ _ 
Catholic Hierarchy and Priesthood had essayed in vain to 
destroy. 1168 
The investigation of Masonry was not the only 
The chart.er· 
of the Bank of the United States, located in Philadelphia, 
was in jeopardy because of the opposition of President 
Jackson. Due to expire\-,and with no hopes of Federal re-
newal, Nicholas Biddle, President of the Bank, struck 
upon the idea of a state charter. Working secretly with 
the Whigs, he appears to have agreed to support Ritner's 
campaign in 1835, in exchange for which the Bank was to 
receive a state grant if Ritner won. 69 
Stevens, in favor of the bank charter, was appointed 
to the Committee on Banks, from which office he worked 
closely, and secretly, with Biddle to work out the terms 
of the agreement. On January 19 the Committee on Inland 
Navigation and Internal Improvements, on which Stevens also 
served, introduced a bill entitled, "an act to repeal the 
state ta)c on real and personal proper·ty, a1~d to continue 
and extend the improvements of the State by railroads and 
canals and other purposes."70 The words "and to charter 
68A. Harris, .QE. Cit., P• 35. 
69Henry R. Mueller, The Whig Party!! Pennsy~vania. 
(lew York, 1922)0 p~ 230 
7oNiles Weekly Register,(Vb1. 49, January 30, 1836. 
p. 377 • 
. ; 
,. 
'l 
< I 
l 
' 
,I 
( 
. ' -
,. 
0, ,: ; I : -~ 
.. ". . . ' ' 
a bank" were added later, but not until the bill had 
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passed the House. · ·- -· .. i ..... . 
The Whigs and Antimssons did not enjoy a majority 
in ··the Senate as they did in the House, but the details 
of the Bank bill and its benefits to the s-'cate 1ti1ere ir-
resistible, and eight Muhlenberg Democrats came over to 
the side of the supporters of the Bank, and the bill was 
passed, but not without considerable debate.71 This 
brought charges of brj_bery, and a com.mi ttee made an 
investigation of the charges, but found no evidence to 
. support them. Stevens was chairman of the committee. 
For its charter, the bank agreed to pay the state an 
immediate bonus of $2,000,000. It was also to pay $500,000 
in 1837, and $100,000 each year thereafter for twenty years, 
to be used by the public school system. It was also re-
quired to subscribe $675,000 to various railroads and turn-
pikes. The state was permitted to make a permanent loan 
up to S6,000,000, and a temporary loan in any one year up 
to 81,000,000, both at low interest terms.72 
The bill had been skillfully written by Stevens, in 
collaboration with agents of the bank. Of paramount 
importance to Stevens was the school appropriation. Another 
7l~,~-· l 1 ~ kl R . t V 1 49 F b 13 1836 
..... e§. vJee y eg1~ er, o • , e ruary , • 
p. 3030 (A t~ographical error, the correct page number 
should be 403). 
72H. R. Mueller,~. Cit., P• 25. 
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.item of special interest to him was the S200,000 earmarked 
I 
· .. for the construction of the Gettysburg Railway, which 
was to cause him a great deal of trouble. 
The bill provided Stevens with his first substantial 
test as a majority leader 9 and he passed with a high grade 
from a politician's standpoint. He not only played the 
major role in the nego·tiations with the bank people and 
the actual writing of the bill, but also managed the bill 
on the floor of the House very capably, using finesse when 
needed and force if necessary.73 His masterful engineer-
ing of the bill through the Senate, however, where his 
party was in the minority, was a very skillful political 
maneuver. The eight Muhlenberg Democrats who swung the 
vote for the bill in the Senate, in so doing repudiated 
their support of Jackson. At least two of them had to 
reverse themselves from their public record of being opposed 
to such a bank charter.74 All this in the face of severe 
criticism of the bank charter by Democratic newspapers and 
extreme pressure by the party to block it. At the same 
time he had to please Governor Ritner who, although ap-
parently committed by the pre-election arrangement with 
Biddle, still preferred the Bank of the United States under 
a federal chartero75 The ease with which Stevens handled 
73T. F. Woodley, ~. Cit., p. 177. 
?4H. R. Mueller, QE. Cit., p. 26. 
?5c. McCarthy, 2£• Cit. , p. 477. 
..... 
...... ......J,.,.:.., ,_,.___ --
:1 
-~ 
I 
' ! 
I 
I 
·,J,· ' . 
,I 
.·~1. 
.. ,_,.,· .. 
' ... 
) , I'.,.': '.r.,,'.'· 
'• 
54 
, 
Ritner added fuel to the charges by the Democrats that 
Ritner was merely a tool in the hands of Stevens, who was 
,: .,_ .. -
allegedly the true power in Pennsylvania's Government. 
Stevens clearly showed his true feelings on the bank 
issue at the Pennsyl vani~ Consti tut;ional Co,nvention a 
¥ 
' 
, , 1· •I''! .: ,._ •. • • 
year later when he justified the charter of the Pennsylvania 
National Bank because of the substantial income it provided 
for the state at a time when the state debt was extremely 
high. However, he strongly favored, like Ritner, a 
federally chartered national bank because it would stabilize 
the national currencyo76 
The section in the bank bill appropriating $200,000 
for the building of the Gettysburg Railway provided much 
damaging ammunition for Democratic guns aimed at Stevenso 
As early as 1831 Stevens had begun agitating for a railroad 
to provide a southwesterly outlet for the town of Gettysburg. 
The region being very mountainous and unexplored by 
engineers, made the cost of such a road abnormally ex-
pensive, subjecting his plan to ridicule. Being unexplored, 
Stevens could not ~escribe a definite route for the road 
,-
except that it was to cross the route of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad and connect with the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal on the Potomac Rivero 
r,r 
10Journal of the Proceedings of the Constitutional 
Convention, Vol. I, 543-546. 
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He had met with no success in his campaign to secure 
the railroad, so when the bank bill presented a golden 
opportunity he took advantage of it. His enemies 
complained loudly that the cost would run into millions 
because it ~1ould be circuit,ous, full of high g1raa.rles, 
dangerous, and go~--y-~thing. 77 Thie latter complaint 
was not quite true. It would serve quite some good by 
passing close by Maria Iron Furnace, owned by Stevens and 
located in these very mountains southwest of Gettysburg. 
He would profit to a great extent from the much lower cost 
of transporting coal and iron by railroad rather than horse 
and wagon. The Maria Furnace made one part of the route 
seem certain. He would ·also profit from the votes of the 
hundreds of men building the railroad, since the voting 
laws at that time required no long local residence.78 
True to form, heedless of the criticism heaped upon 
him, Stevens began the construction of the railway. Send-
ing it close to Maria Furnace required a very winding 
tortuous route through the mountains, resulting in its be-
ing called "The Tapeworm" until the very end of 1 ts 
existence. 
Just as the work was gaining momentum, the election 
in the fall of 1836 unseated Stevens and returned the 
77Penns;ylvan1a Reporter, December 29, 1837. 
78Ib1d., September 8, 1838. 
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Democrats to power 1n the House. The new legislature 
promptly set up a committee in each branch to investigate 
ttThe Tapeworm." The House Committee, chaired by Thomas 
McElwee, who was Stevens' arch enemy at the time, re-
ported in the majority that the'··r~oa.d begins in a barren 
waste like an American Siberia, a stupendous folly 
characterized by ninety foot embankments, excavations 
through solid rock, numerous bridges and culverts, curves 
of one .thousand feet radius, stupendous precipices -- a 
frightful morass, a lavish waste of the public treasure, 
and that all operations should be suspended lmmediately.79 
The minority report of the same committee refuted all 
the claims of the majority report. Although no longer in 
the House, Stevens' fine hand was discernible in the 
minority report when it ridiculed a part of the majority 
report v1hicl1 claimed finding only one tavern "in this barren 
wildernesa. 1180 Of course the report of the minority was 
worthless in the face of the Democratic majority, and in 
the fall the legislature passed a bill directing that all 
operations on the railway be suspended "after the first 
day of January next." That was on December 19, 1837. 
79Pennsylvan1a House Journal, 1837-38, Vol. 2, p. 477. 
80Ibid., p. 480. 
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Once again Steven~ moved slyly. Knowing the legis-
iature would adjourn temporarily for the holiday season, 
he had Ritner delay in signing the bill. He signed it 
the day the legislature reconvened, on January 9, 1838, 
so work.- on the road continued for one moFe y.ear. 81 .. But . 
that was the most Stevens could do to save his project, 
and on December 31, 1838, "The Tape,~orm" died. 
" 
It is interesting to note that it was purchased by 
another railroad a number of years later and used as a 
main artery serving Gettysburg.82 
Stevens' loss of his seat in the House in the election 
of the fall of 1836 is attributed to his overbearing tactics, 
which became repugnant even to his supporters, in the in-
vestigation of Freemasonry earlier that year, and which 
ended in a stinging defeat for him. He himself blamed it 
on overconfidence, and redeemed himself by being elected, 
early in 1837, as an Adams County delegate to the Pennsyl-
vania Constitutional Convention to be held later that year, 
and by bei115 elected to the House once again in the fall 
of 1837, contrary to the statewide current which returned 
the Democrats to Harrisburg in the majority.83 
81Niles WeeklI Register, Vol. 51, March 30, 1839, 
p. 72 • .'· 
82A. K. McClure, QE.. Cit., p. 32. 
83Pennsylvania Telegrap~, October 19, 1837. 
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In-the first years of his administration Governor 
Ritner did not fully trust Stevens, the undisputed leader 
of the Antimasonic party in Pennsylvania, and wanted to 
break his control. He alienated Stevens when, at the 
-.. ···--··-~ .. _:-.:_ st'ate·· convention in Dec'emoer, 18 35, the governor-elect-
I 
.... 
. , 
showed an unexpected independence by succeeding to have 
William Henry Harrison selected for the state choice for 
the Presidency. Surprised at Ritner's show of force and 
chagrined at the convention°s choice, Stevens walked out, 
hoping to upset them at the national convention. But the 
Pennsylvania Whigs, in a separate convention, ratified the 
Antimasonic nominee--as much "to put do1i!\1n Thaddeus S. as 
to put up General Harrison"--and the rest of the Whig and 
Antimasonic parties of the nation later followed suit.
84 
Relations were definitely strained between the two 
men, creating the danger of a disastrous party split. But 
the problem of the Bank of the United States brought them 
together again temporarily to carry through the charter 
project, which was too important to be endangered by the 
split. Then they parted again, and the defeats suffered 
in the elections of 1836 and 1837 resulted. Stevens' 
opposition made the task of party leadership too much for 
84Daily Advertiser, Deceaber 7, 1835. 
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Ritner to handle, and fearing for his re-election in 1838, 
.. 
the Governor made _peace with Stevens and asked him to run . · 
hi b t . 1 i f h. B5 s gu ern_a _ oria campa gn or 1.m. . 
To implement Stevens' job as his campaign manager, 
Ritner appointed him·to the Canal Commission in May, 1838, 
and Stevens was elected its president at the board's first 
• 
aeeting. The Canal Commission was a state government 
agency created to manage the internal improvem.errbs of 
Pennsylvania, including not only canals, but railroads 
and turnpikes as well. This responsibility placed·· 1arge 
sums of money at its disposal and it therefore became a 
notorious dispenser of political patronage for each gover-
nor of the state. 
Stevens immediately set out to use his new office to 
its fullest advantage. Complaints were soon heard from 
Democratic quarters that supporters of Porter were being 
discharged; 86 that contractors were compelled to contribute 
to the Ritner campaign under the guise of a "missionary 
fund •••• for ·the purpose of diffusing lcnot1ledge arnong the 
... 
. 
people; 1187 that workmen were compelled to bet on Ri tner, 
under the assumption that votes would follow the bets.88 
:~ 
85n. Ro Mueller, QE. Cit., P• 45. 
86Pennsyl~nia Reporter, September 28, 1838. 
87rbid. 1 November 16 9 1838. 
88Fo M. Brodie, Q.£. Cit., P• 76. 
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The Democratic press accused Stevens of increasing the 
number of favorable votes in doubtful areas by creating 
·"convenient breaks" in the canal and rushing in a large 
crew of workers to cope with the emergency. 89 A larger 
than usual majority in his home county was attributed to 
an extraordinarily large number of men working on ~0· 
"Tapeworm o " 90 
• 
Newspapers supporting Stevens just as vigorously 
denied the Democratic accusations and defended the actiona 
of the Canal Commission as administrative efficiencyo The 
so-called "missionary fund,n they claimed, was actually 
used to provide temporary schooling for the children of 
project workers.91 Right Stevens' • or wrong, cunning 
innovations in the use of patronage set a pattern which 
· has to a great extent been followed ever since. 
Stevens' stake in the election warranted his use of 
every conceivable method available to him to assure a 
favorable result. He had· closed down Maria Furnace be-
cause of the Panic of 1837 and he seemed unlikely to reopen 
it unless the "Tapeworm" was completed. He knew very well 
that the loss of the election meant the end of his dream 
for the railroado In addition to this threat to his 
B9Ao Ko McClure, ~o Cit., p. 50 
90ibid. 
91nailz Advertiser, August 4, 1838. 
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personal finanoea, he is reported to have wagered at 
least one hundred thousand dollars on the outcome of the 
92 ,. 
election. The all-important Pennsylvania charter of 
the Bank of the United States would be adversely affect-
ed if the -Democrats controlled the legislature. Without 
the funds provided for internal improvements by the bank 
charter his "Tapeworm" would be irrevocably dead, and 
furthermore, he feared for his beloved public school 
system without the funds allocated to it by that same 
charter. And perhaps dearest of all to him, his election 
to the United States Senate hung in the balance. In 
these years Senators were elected by state legislatures 
rather than by the direct vote of the people. Party 
,. 
leaders naturally had much to say in this regard. Stevena 
hoped to guarantee this coveted office for himself by 
securing an Antimasonic-Whig majority in the election. 
The Democrats, on the other hand, were still smarting 
from their defeat of 1835 when their party suffered an 
unfortunate split. They were determined to regain control 
of the state government, and the two factions of the 
party were willing to cooperate, since their leaders were 
no longer_ on the scene. Ex-Governor Wolf had received an 
appointment from President Jackson to the office of First 
93 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States. 
92 
A. Hood, QE.. Cit., p. 580. 
93 
W. c. Armor, QE.. Cit., p. 360. 
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Muhlenberg had gone to Europe as the American minister to, 
\ 
Austria. 94 
_, 
The election of 1838 was probably the dirtiest in 
the history of Pennsylvania. The calumny and mud-slinging 
used on both sides would lose votes in the comparative 
pleasantries of contemporary elections. Governor Ritner, 
as a mild e1cample, was called "a damned old Dutch hog," 
and vile cartoons of him were distributed all over the 
state 95 
' . David Porter, the Democratic candidate, was 
called a "fraudulent, insolent and perjured knave," and 
accused of being the father of two colored children.96 
Actually, because he was inoffensive and non-aggressive, 
Ritner was less a target than Stevens. The latter, a far 
more crafty politician than R1tner, posed a much greater 
threat to the Democrats were he to gain a high state 
office, and since he wielded such a great influence over 
Ritner, the slander aimed at Stevens flew thick and fast. 
Bets ,trere made 011 the election in large amou11ts and 
on a scale far beyond anything like it in the past. 
People were so wrought up that they wagered their farms 
and livestock if money was not available.97 Even the 
94 H. R. Mueller, QE.. Cit., p. 48. 
95penneylvan1a TelegTallh, August 15, 1838 • 
• 
96Ibid 0 , October 1, 1838. 
1 97Pennsylvania T~legraph, September 26, 1838. 
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Even the election returns were inconclusive because of 
alleged frauds, not uncommon in this era, and threatened 
contests where the vote was close. 
With this climate existing, one could hardly expect 
the losers to yield graciously. I Nor did they. Porter's 
margin of victory, though not great, was sufficient for 
Ritner to acknowledge defeat. The Senate was admittedly 
Antimaaonic-Whig. But the fight for control of the House 
was very close, depending upon the representatives from 
Philadelphia County, and problems arose there over the 
election returns from the Northern Liberties District. 
The trouble began when Charles J. Ingersol, 
Democratic candidate for Congress from that district, 
learned that he had been defeated. He immediately claim-
ed that fraud was responsible for his defeat and demanded 
he be given the opportunity to prove it. In a very 
unusual procedure he was permitted to argue his case be-
fore the Election Board which consisted of seventeen 
judges, ten Democrat and seven Whig-A..~timason. By a 
strict party vote of ten to seven, the entire vote of the 
Northern Liberties District, which had given the Whig-
98 
Antimason coalition a victory, was thrown out. 
The 1ninority group the11 t1ithd:rev1, drew up its own 
return and turned it over to the Sheriff who then delivered 
98 
T. F-. Woodley, 2£.. Cit., pp. 118-119. 
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it to the Secretary of the Commonwealth. This was done 
as the law prescribed. The majority group of election 
judges, on the ot,11er ha.nd 9 clld not follo,1 the legal pro-
cedure, but instead had their report delivered by a private 
99 
person. 
The Secretary of the Commonwealth under Governor 
Ritner was Thomas H. Burrowes, also Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Antimasonic Party and, as can 
be imagined, a close friend of Thaddeus Stevena. 
Upon receipt of the legally delivered returns of 
the Antimasonic judges, Burrowes and Stevena decided upon 
their course of action. On October 15 Burrowes, also 
chairman of the State Committee of Corresnondence and 
Vigilance, which was responsible for the conduct of the 
100 
governor's campaign, issued a letter to "The Friends 
of Joseph Ritner". Stating that the election had gone 
contrary to their expectations, but since there tras a 
strong possibility of fraud, he suggested an investiga-
tion, "to be done thoroughly but peacefully, resolved to 
submit to the results". The letter ,-1as fine to this 
point, but then he concluded that "until this investiga-
tion be fully made and fairly determined, let us treat 
the election of the ninth instant as if we had not been 
99 
Ibi~ p. 120. C. McCarthy, QI?.. C1t., p. 495. 
100 
H. R. Mueller, QI?.. Cit., p. 50 
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101 
defeated, and in that attitude, abide the results". 
This latter statement was taken by the Democrats as 
advice to Ritner's followers not to pay their bets and 
as an indication that they would also attempt to deprive 
102 
them of their victory. It had an incendiary effect. 
The Democrats threatened that if their members were kept 
from their seats on the first day that the legislature 
convened, •twenty thousand bayonets would bristle at 
103 
Harrisburg". 
Both aides then embarked on plans to use force if 
necessary to win the legislature, which was scheduled to 
convene on Tuesday, the fourth of December. For a few 
days before, large groups of men of the type not usually 
interested in the proceedings of the legislature poured 
104 
into Harrisburg, mos~ of whom were Philadelphiane. 
These were described by Stevens as "rough, ferocious, 
105 
crude looking men •••• " Bullies were present to oppose 
the Philadelphians also. Most of these men were contrac-
101 
p. 205. 
102 
Niles Weekly Register, Vol. 55, November 24, 1838, 
Senate Journal, 1838-39, Vol II, pp. 801-2. 
103 
~n11&yl vania Re;eorter, November 3, 1838. 
104 
Sen~~~ ~qurnal, OR. Cit., Testimony of John 
Ashe, PPo 993=9940 
105 
Ibid., Testimony of Thaddeus Stevens, p. 815 • 
.... 
.. 
-- . . .. -.-~-c--_..,-.,. ___ , ... ~-'·~.A.-..... ....-, .. ~-------,,~ ........ ~"-':- - - ·•. ·.:':.i~~' 
' ' 
. ,, 
-. ;· a ! . ·.. . I 
--.~ .. -,_, ... _, _ ....._,. "'-·-··~~----"·---.·--<-____ ._. ~---~-----'---·-----~•-"-•- ·-· -··-·-- --····- -~" ----~ -·+-.------~ ---- ·---·· I ·~1 r·, -.... ·. " . . .- ..• _--.·.,_-----.' .. ,·--.·:_· ____ ~' -.• -::_~.--_:-.·.·.-:.--_· _ ..:'_' ..' ;
,' __ ~_.\&&__ •• JE __ .J-.?---~~:;_-_._~.-~--------
.. -.- .•.. ·- c-..:.·•----=- _. ·<·:-c- _,.. __ ,_. -·-··•t-·ill;f, · -~- _ ., __ ._,_ .·-_ · , ,;_., ,.l'f _,.. ~·,--"-,.· - , --.-.- ., •.• ,. __,_......, ___ ;s~:~"'--- - -
J- 66 
tors and workers on the state canal and railroad projects, 
and were alleged to be under the pay of Stevens, which he 
106 
denied. Whichever testimony one chooses to believe, 
the irrefutable fact remains that unruly mobs were taking 
over the city of Harrisb11rg, parading through the streets 
and boastlng what they would do if their respective parties 
were not justly treated. 
When the House convened to organize, neither party 
could muster a majority without the eight contested seats 
from Philadelphia. The mob, predominantly Democratic, 
not only occupied the visitors' gallery but crowded over 
the floor itself. The seats of Antimasonic members were 
surrounded by bullies brought in by the Democrats, and 
Stevens had the "honor" of being guarded by eight or ten 
such brawlers, all armed. Others surrounded the speaker's 
108 
platform. 
! • 
Stevens presented a good legal argument for the 
acceptance of the Whig votes from Philadelphia, but re-
alizing that it threatened mob violence, suggested that 
each faction elect a speaker, both of whom would preside 
109 
until the matter. was settled legally. Each faction 
then conducted its own election, Thomas Cunningham 
being chosen by the coalition and William Hopkins by the 
106 
Ibid. 
107 
Ao Harris, QQ. Cit., p. 48. 
108 
Sena./te Journal, Q.E.. Cit., p. 197 
109 
Ibid. 
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Democrats, and both speakers assumed their seats at the 
speaker's desk. But Cunningham, bullied and threatened 
by Democratic supporters, withdrew. Soon afterward the 
Cunningham House adjourned until the afternoon of the 
next day. However, the Democratic mob would not permit 
them to re-enter the House, and the so-called Cunningham 
House thereafter was compelled to meet at a hotel. 
Stevens was still confident that the Senate, with a 
Whig majority large enough to be maintained even with the 
loss of the two contested seats from Philadelphia, would 
recognize the Cunningham House. Despite threats of 
assassination, he attended the Senate organization in 
the afternoon. There again the same mob held away. 
When the Senate, with Charles B. Penrose as its duly 
elected speaker, named the two Philadelphia Whigs as 
winners, the mob stamped their feet and shouted threats 
of murder. Then Charles Brown of Philadelphia, one of 
the Democratic contestants for the Senate, took the floor 
without recognition and incited the partisan mob with an 
incendiary speech in which he proclaimed that the people 
were in the midst of a revolution and must take the 
110 
government in their own hands. 
110 
Insurrection at Harr1sbur5, Address by Honorary 
Charles B. Penrose delivered in the Senate, December, 
1938, (Harrisburg, 1839), p. 27. 
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As the mob became more and more excited and unmanage-
able, Penrose thre,v- doi{rn his gavel in d .. isgust, left the 
speaker's desk, and joined Stevens and Burrowes where 
they were standing on the floor of the hall, pfotectlvely 
surrounded by a group of loyal supporters. Then the mob 
began to sl1.out "Death to Penrose, Burrowes and Stevens". 
At this point the three men managed somehow to slip out 
of the hall into a side room, climbed through an open 
window and jumped to the ground. Unnoticed in the 
twilight shadows they crept down a back fence and escaped 
111 
in safety to Burrowes' home. 
In desperation, Governor Ritner now called on the 
President of the United States to send federal troops 
stationed in nearby Carlisle, to put an end to the dis-
order. But Van Buren chose not to interfere on behalf of 
112 
a party opposed to his own. Then Ritner called out 
state militia. General Patterson obediently ordered his 
troops to assemble "with knapsacks provided with thirteen 
rounds of buckshot, cart:t'l)idges, etco" Somieone, on read-
ing _the Ge11.eil)al 2 s order 9 named it "The Buckshot War", and 113 
that was the name given the disorder ever after. The 
111 
F. M. Brodie, Q.!2.. Cit,, p. 79. Senate Journal, 
p. 486. 
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Senate Journal, .Q.E. Cit., p. 466. 
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militia, under orders from Ritner to remain strictly 
impartial so as to avoid an outright clash with the 
69 
mobs if possible, left the settlement of the dis-
turbances inside the halls of the legislature to the 
politicians, but did succeed in quietin~ things down on 
114 
the outside. 
The Cunningham House continued'·' to mee.t, but the 
Whig majority in the Senate was unable, because of the 
Democratic mob, to recognize it. Eventually, five Whig 
senators came over to the Democrats' side, giving the 
latter a majority and enabling them to officially 
recognize the Hopkins House on the twenty-fifth of 
December. The Antimasons and Whigs of the now defunct 
Cunningham House gradually returned and \'tere sworn in--
all except Stevens. He refused to yield until his 
constituents requested him to assume his seat at a 
special session scheduled to convene on the May 7, 1839, 
so that they would be represented. He consented to do so, 
only to find his way barred by a resolution presented by 
his old enemy, Thomas McElwee, to the effect that he had 
forfeited his right to that seat. The resolution was 
adopted by the Democratic majority, and a new election 
115 
ordered for the fourteenth of June. 
114 
A. K. McClure, Q.:e.. Cit., p. 54. 
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A. Harris, Q2.. Cit., pp. 61-62. 
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Hie re-election provided the only balm to an other-
wise calamitous year. When he escaped with his life 
out of the window of the Senate building, out the window 
with him went his hopes for election to the United States 
Senate and for the Gettysburg Railroad. He could no longer 
control the remnants of his own Ant1maeonic Party, and he 
still refused to join the Whigs, who in turn shunned him. 
The two groups continued to work together, but control 
was in the hands of the Whigs who ultimately absorbed the 
116 
Antimaeons. Stevens was without a party, although he 
continued to work with the ·whigs on the fringes of the 
organization. 
It was in this capacity that he won Pennsylvania for 
General Harrison in the presidential election of 1840. 
In 1836 Stevens worked only half-heartedly for Harrison 
because the General, although sympathetic to Steven's war 
against Freemasonry, refused to condemn the order publicly. 
But at the Whig National Convention in Harrisburg in 
December of 1839, Steven's influence was largely responsi-
ble for Harrison's nomination, and for goqd reason. The 
following year he worked vigorously for Harrison's election 
--as much as in fact that the Pennsylvania L3~'spapers 
117 
supporting Van Buren attacked Stevens more than Harrison. 
. 
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Once again Stevens' power in Pennsylvania politics 
manifested itself. With only small pockets of Anti-
. 
masonic strength remaining, and denied any official 
leadership stature in the Whigs, General Harrison none-
theless promised him~ ca~inet ~6st if he could carry 
Pennsyl van·1a0 • This Stevens succeeded in accomplishing, 
albeit by the extremely narrow margin of 445 votes,118 
only to suffer a bitter disappointment when Harrison 
reneged on hie promise and named someone else to the post 
of Postmaster General which he had coveted.119 
The Whig victory sounded the death-knell of· Anti-
masonry in Pennsylvania. Most members became Whigs after 
this show of strength by the party which once had been the 
Antimasons' "weak sister." 
The most important fact in the history of Antimasonry 
in Pennsylvania is the pers~nality of Thaddeus Stevens, a 
native of New England who became the undisputed leader of 
German Sectarians, Scotch~Irish Presbyterians, and Pennsyl-
vania Qualrers. His political career was deeply involved 
in controversy almost continuously, from beginning to end. 
The issue which precipitated the greatest strife during his 
years as e .. Pennsylvania poli t,ician ~,as A..ntimasonry. Because 
of the extreme political contention, his personal life be-
came the subject of much criticism and abuse. On the 
ll8Pem1sylvania Reporter, November 20, 1840. 
119A. K. McClure, QE.. Cit., p. 74. 
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other side of the coin, his followers praised him just as 
ardently as hie enemies damned him. As a result, the 
historical record of the man is either favorably colored 
or strongly vilified. -His biographers fi11d it difficult 
to solve the enigma, and generally follow one group or , 
the other. 
Hie several biographers, therefore, present varied 
reasons why Thaddeus Stevens embraced Antimasonry. For 
example, Alexander Harris, who knew Stevens personally 
and disliked him intensely because of his political 
alignment, claims that he was seeking revenge because 
his deformity had precluded his initiation into the 
order.120 Professor Richard N. Current, a more recent 
and, if possible, a more anti--Stevens b:tographer, credits 
political convenience and his rejection by Phi Beta Kappa 
while at Dartmouth. 121 T. F. Woodley, whose "Thaddeus 
Stevens" is the most comprehensive of all the biographies, 
believes that his deep-seated convictions against human 
1ne'quali ty prompted his a~ctiona.122 
That New York State was the scene of the political 
birth of Antimaeonry has been noted on page twenty-two, 
and that the party suffered these pangs in Pennsylvania 
two year~s later. Not one of Stevens' biographers, however, 
120A. Harris, QI?.. Cit., p. 35. 
121R
0 I'1 o Current, QE. Cit., p. 15. 
122T. F. Woodley, QI?.. Cit., p • 52. 
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baa made any mention of the fact that it became organized 
in Vermont in 1827, a year before Pe1111sylvanla 9 that the 
pioneer newspaper devoted to Antimasonry in Vermont was 
• 
the Danville North Star, and that Caledonia County was 
considered the headquarters of Antimasonry in the state.123 
These facts, though seemingly ao, are not unrelated 
to the reasons why Thaddeus Stevens became a state and 
national leader of a political movement. He was born and 
reared in Danville, and until he ~,ent to college, resided 
all his life in Caledonia County. The people of this 
region were devotees of human equality. They struggled for 
a livelihood in its rocky soil and severe winters in a com-
munal sort of way, helping each other and governing them-
selves on a highly religious moral plane. They believed in 
the equality of man. For his first eighteen years Thaddeus 
Stevens lived this life, was a part of it, and sincerely 
believed in it. He zealously guarded this inbred abhor-
rence of human inequality, and it grew within him as he grew. 
When the opportunity arose, he did not adopt Antimasonry. 
He could not adopt, something ,~1hicl1 tvas deeply 1~ooted within 
him. He organized it, and he organized it politically, as 
this provided him with the only means by which he could 
fight to suppress Freemasonry. 124 
---=~=~=···=· -~ 
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123c 0 McCa,r.thy, Q.ri.. Cit., p. 505 • 
124Free-Masonri Unmasked, Op. Cit., p. ix. 
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Had he wanted merely a political lever he could 
have accepted Buchanan's offer to join with Jackson in 
1827, which had promises of far more poli tj_cal glory than' 
Antimasonry in its infancy seemed to offer. 
He was deeply insulted when not nominated to Phi 
Beta Kappa while at Dartmouth College. Whether or not 
he would have accepted if invited is open to conjecture. 
Had he done so his inbred hatred of secret societies may. 
have abated. But the indisputable fact remains that he 
was not invited, and was angered rather than saddened by 
the affront. 
He pursued Antimaeonry with an almost pathological 
intensity, and did not give up the crusade until several 
years after it had been generally abandoned as a dead 
cause. After the severe defeat of Antlmasonry at the polls 
in 1832, Thurlow Weed abandoned the cause and joined forces 
. 125 
with Henry Clay. Stevens personally, almost single-
handedly, whipped up the excite@ent for another four 
years, winning the gubernatorial election for his 
candidate in 1836. Stevens never really did abandon 
th.e issue. Even after the catastrophe of "The Bucl{shot 
War", when the party was hacked to pieces; he kept on, 
working with the Whigs but remaining an Antimason. 
So it would seem to this embryo historian that T. F. 
125 -
F. M. Brodie, QR,. Cit., p. 57. 
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Woodley has more nearly approached the reason ror Stevens' 
leadership of Antimasonry in Pennsylvania, and the reason, 
therefore, why his political career was so vitally important 
to the history of the state. 
After the frustrating experience with Harrison in 
184o, Stevens served his sixth and final term as a repre-
sentative in Harrisburg during the legislative session of 
1841-42. It too was disappointing.· With no party to lead, 
he concerned himself with banking and tariff problems in 
the House and enhanced his reputation for having unusual 
financial acumen. But it was too quiet for him, and late 
in 1841 he began to promote General Winfield Scott, the 
man whose nomination he blocked in favor of Harrison in 
1840, for the presidency. 
Then suddenly, in the summer of 1842, he moved to Lan-
caster. 
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CHAPTER III 
\. 
ANTISLAVERY 
The year 1792 saw two events occur which were destined 
to wield tremendous influence on the State of Pennsylvania, 
the United States, and the entire world. In Savannah, 
Georgia, Eli Whitney, a natl ve of Ma.ssachusetts, applied 
his inventive genius to the solution of a problem of local 
cotton growers, which resulted, one year later, in the 
cotton gin. In Danville, Vermont, Thaddeus Stevens was born. 
It would have been one of history's most ironic twists 
had Whitney retained Stevens as his lawyer in the prolonged 
litigation to establish Whitney's patent rights to the cot-
ton gin, but such was not the case. The two men never met. 
Whitney died in 1825, while Stevens was building his law 
practice and a few years before he began his political wars. 
But the one man Stevens should have hated more than any 
other was Eli Whitney. 
For some years prior to the invention of the cotton 
gin, slavery in the United States was on the downgrade 
simply because it was not economically feasible. The 
separation of the cotton seed from the fiber by hand was 
such a slow and tedious process that large crops could not 
be treated profitably, and large labor forces were not 
needed. 
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The cotton gin rapidly changed all this. Cotton 
acreage in the southern states, where the soil and 
climate were perfect, multiplied, creating an enormous 
demand for labor. The slave trade revived, and prospered. 
To the rugged Ferment. farmers, whose land was not 
only difficult but also limited, there was no need for 
a large labor force. A farmer and his family could, by 
working hardj get out of his land all that it could pro-
duce. Slavery, to them, was a violation of the most 
sacred rights of life and liberty. Vermont was, in 
1777, the first future state in the Union to abolish 
slavery.126 This was the environment in which Thaddeus 
Stevens was born and bred. With his ingrained hatred of 
human inequality, it had to follow that Stevens would hate 
slavery. He did, with all the vehemence he could muster. 
And Stevens could muster vehemence in large amounts. 
He did not hesitate to express his feelings on 
slavery privately, but according to historians his first 
public expression occurred on July 4, 1823 when he made 
a toast at a public dinner to "The next president. May 
he be a freeman, who never riveted fetters on a human 
slave." This at a time \vhen it v1as unfashionable, per-
sonally dangerous, and professionally hazardous to do 
so.127 Antislavery was extremely unpopular in the 
• 
126T. F O \ioodley, Q],. Cit., p. 86. 
127F. M. Brodie, Q.£. Cit., p. 33. 
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1820's, particularly 1n the border county of a border 
state. 
78 
Politically• Stevens could do nothing for the Anti-. 
slavery movement during this period, not yet being in-
.. 
• I 
volved in politics. However, his private actions left 
no doubt as to his feelings and brought the clouds of 
controversy over his head several years before his 
political beginnings. 
Privately, he is known to have many times volun-
' teered his professional services without charge to defend 
an alleged fugitive slave, and if he failed legally to 
secure the freedom of his client he would, when his 
financial circumstances permitted, purchase the slave 
128 
himself and set him free. 
It was not until Ritner was governor and Stevens 
.. 
was an established political power in the state legis-
lature that he could take an official stand against 
slavery. In the 1830 1 s, northerners began sending anti-
slavery literature to people in the slave states. These 
activities alarmed and angered the slaveholders, and they 
demanded redress. In response to his wealthy constituents, 
the governor of Virginia sent a letter to several northern 
governors requesting that they take action to prevent the 
128 
William M. Hall, Rem1n1soenses and Sketches. 
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d.iasem1nat1on of such literature in the South. Governor 
Ritner turned his letter over to the legislature, where 
it was referred to the Judiciary Committee, whose chair-
man was Stevens • 
. on ·May 30,· 1836. 
He wrote a report, which he presented 
It stated his views, that. the slave 
' . 
states had the right to regulate and control slavery 
within their borders (a constitutional right which he 
recognized until the Civil War), but that Congress had 
the constitutional power to oppose the extension of 
slavery into free territory. His report continued that 
it could not concede "that indivin1-1al freemen are, or 
can be prohibited from discussing the question of 
slavery ••• and the expediency and duty of abolishing it 
by constitutional means." ( The preceding quote manifests 
his firm belief in freedom of speech and of the press). 
The committee therefore denied "any state the right to 
claim from us any legislation to suppress publications 
129 
criticising slavery." 
The report embarrassed the legislature. If adopted 
it would offend powerful proslavery interests. If re-
jected, Pennsylvania's numerous Quakers would be dis-
pleased. So it was postponed indefinitely. However, 
( .•. ·,, 
Stevens was established as the stat·e\' a leading advocate 
_'.) 
of antisla11ery. 
129 
R. Korngoldt ~. Cit,, p. 47. 
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For the next few decades after the adoption of the· 
1790 Constitution, Pennsylvania grew rapidly, so that the 
need for a new constitution became apparent. In 1835 the 
people voted in favor of it, elected delegates the follow-
ing year, and assembled in May of 1837 ·Mi Ha"rrisbt11~g to 
draw up the new document. Stevens had been elected as a 
130 
delegate from Adams County, just one month after he 
had been defeated for the legislature by the same voters. 
The Constitutional Convention had been instigated 
by the radical wing of the Democrats -- the Loco Focoe --
who wanted to give suffrage to every man over twenty-one. 
Under the 1790 Constitution, only taxpayers (property 
owners) with two years of residence could vote. The 
Democrats wanted to include the workingmen who had no 
property. They also wanted to limit suffrage to the white 
. 
man. The Pennsylvania laborer hated the black man who 
came North, fearing economic competition and social 
degradation. The first Negro riot in Philadelphia had 
come in 1834, and now many delegates to the convention 
131 
wanted to bar the door to further Negro immigration. 
With every parliamentary trick and all his political 
cunning he successfully fought off the barring of fugitive 
slaves or free colored men from emigrating to Pennayl-
130 
T. F. Woodley, QE.. Cit., p. 99. 
131 
F. M. Brodie, Q..2.. Cit., p. 66. 
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vania.132 , He lost the advantage of ·the solid backing of 
the Whigs and Antimaaons, however, by attempting to have 
the convention adopt an amendment barring secret societies 
in Pennsylvani~.133 After tha1',he lacked effectiveness, 
and"'··a1 though he tried m.igl1tily, 1·1as unable to win voting I 
privileges for the Negroes or the state.134 Under the 
~ 
new constitution, voters had to be free, white and twenty-
one. 
Disheartened and defeated, convinced that he could 
no longer accomplish anything further in the convention, 
' ', 
he was absent from most of the remaining sessions. When 
the convention had concluded its work, it submitted its 
recommendations to the delegates for their signatures. 
Stevens refused to sign, denouncing the confining of suf-
frage to white males only, a violation of natural right. 135 
What had appeared to be a promising opportunity to 
distinguish himself at the Constitutional Convention in-
stead became a bitter disappointment. Even worse, new 
enemies won for him at tl1.e co11ve11tion combined 1·J'i th those 
already in the enemy camp to deal him a crushing defeat 
in the Buckshot War and eventually force him from public 
life for almost a decade. 
132Jour11al of the Constit1..1tional Convention, Vol. II, 
pp. 199-200. 
133rb1d., Vol. I, p. 64. 
l34Ibid., Vol. III, pp. 693-694. 
135A. Hood, Q.E.. Cit., p. 579. 
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His sudden move to Lancaster in 1842 wa.s prompted 
primarily by his tremendous debt. His nolit1cal activi-... 
ties forced him to neglect his iron works. Recovery 
from the Panic of 1837 was slow, but he kept the works 
going sd~he would.not put his labore~s on the lists of 
the unemployed, even though he was losing money. By 1842 
the iron works was more than $200,000 in debt. His part-
ner went into bankruptcy, but Stevens vowed~to pay off 
every penny. To do this he had to greatly increase his 
.. 
income. His practice in Gettysburg was very good, but 
being a small town, his cases rarely involved large 
amounts of money. So he moved to Lancaster, a larger 
city. His excellent reputation as a lawyer helped him 
to quickly establish a thriving practice, and it was not 
long before he was recognized as a leading member of the 
Lancaster County Bar, and he was earning about fifteen 
136 
thousand dollars per year. In comparison, the average 
wage of a laborer at this time was approximately three 
hundred. dollars annually. With this increased income, 
and by selling much of his Gettysburg property, Stvens 
gradually repaid every cent of his debt. 
Stevens was a political outcast ln Lancaster. Ant1-
masonr0y 1t1as a shambles, and the Whig leaders ignored him. 
136 
W. V. Hensel, Thaddeus Stevens As~ County Lawyer 
(Lancaster County Historical Society Papers, Vol. X, No. 7) 
p. 264. 
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He tried to resurrect the Antimasonic party for the 
election of 1843, but only succeeded in widening t~ 
breach oetween him and the Whigs • Bo he confined his 
.. •,1 
political activity, of necessity, to the national level, 
, leading the drive for General Scott {or presid.ent, and 
~. later, Henry Clay. 137 Thts activity brought hi; into 
closer contact,with the local Whig leaders, and in 1848 
' he was nominated for Congress in preference to a prominent 
1 3P 
local Whig, and won the election.-· _) 
Thus ended the prodigious activities of Thaddeus 
Stevens in Pennsylvania's local political arena. With a 
very busy law practice, this man found not only time, but 
boundless energy with which to represent his county six 
times in the Pennsylvania Legislature. He attended si~~ 
teen state and national conventions as well as the 
Cons ti tutior1al Convention of 1837. He organized a major 
political party, served as Canal Commissioner, ran Joseph 
Ritner's campaign for Governor in two elections, and 
allegedly ran the state during Ritner's administration. 
-·---~aw 
Through all this, at a time when politics was at its 
roughest and filthiest, when political opponents would 
stop at nothing to gain the advantage, Thaddeus Stevens 
was an unswerving foe of oppression and inequality. 
137A. Harris, QE.. Cit., p. 93. 
138T. F. Woodley, Op. Cit., p. 201. 
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Fearless, he was never swayed by popular f&vor or pre-
judice. He never compromised himself on a major issue 
for the sake of personal, professional or political 
advancement. A bold thinker and an even bolder actor, 
I' he must stand in our history as one of the highest rank-
ing of men who did not deviate from" the courage of their 1 
. ~- . 
convictions. 
The writing of contemporary history is extremely 
difficult if only because emotion will sooner or later 
involve all but the greatest historians, almost completely 
erasing their objectivity and thereby permitting them to 
record beyond the actual facts. This was particularly 
true in the 1830 1 s, when emotions frequently boiled over. 
Two contemporary historians of Stevens, Alexander Hood 
and Alexander Harris, knew him personallyo Hood was an 
ardent admirer of the great A.ntimason and advocate of 
free education; Harris intensely disliked the Anti-
slavist. They each recorded some of his history, as 
each saw it, and in a number of instances the facts are 
varied. The same has been true, as pointed out, of more 
recent historians, resulting in at least two clear-cut 
profiles of the man. 
Regardless of which school present day readers of 
Thaddeus Stevens tend to follow, however, one fact stands 
out. Gertrude Stein might have ,v-ri tten, "A man 1 s a. man 
is a man." Thaddeus Stevens was a man. 
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VITA 
' ' 
Herbert Newton Haas, the son of Maye~ and Flora Haas, 
was born in Summit Hill, Carbon County, Pennsylvania, on 
Janua1-.y 2, 1916. He received his high school diploma from 
Nazareth, Northampton County, High School, in June, 1933, 
... 
and hi~Bachelor of Arts degree at Muhlenberg College, 
' }jl 
All~toi'm, Pennsylvania, in June, 1937. 
In December, 1938, he married Ruth Elaine Fein and 
they have resided in Quakertown, Bucke County, Pennsylvania, 
ever since. Their only offspring, a daughter named Teresa, 
was born in February, 1941. 
After twenty-four years in business, Mr. Haas sold his 
business interests and took a posi t_ion in the Quakertown 
Community Joint School District as/a teacher of social 
studies at the secondary level. 
He served in the United States Navy during World War II. 
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